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To che e Right Honourable Þ 


CHARLE S.. 


Earl of Macclesfield, Viſcount and. YE 
ron. of Brandon, Lord Lieutenant of 
the County Palatine'sf Lancaſter, and 
of the Six Northern Counties of Wales, 
. Major General, andColonel of a Regt- 
 mentof Horſe in Hi Moſt: Sacred Mae 
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2h LORD, 


[E is 2 great times Tel <a World, whe 
doth not know how Kind, Generous;'and. 
Charitable, Your. Lordſhip :has' been: to! all-the. 
French Refugees in General, and in aSpecial Man- 
ner to many of; them, whom: You haye:put-inan 
Honourable Way of Serving at once His Mas 
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The Epjpt Dedicatory. 
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jchy; Yor and Themfctves. --And, in- 
deed, My Lord, the Nobleneſs of Your Birth i iS 


| Supported by tie taineh, add Solidity bf Your 
Virtues ; The Greatneſs of Your Titles —_ Dig- 


nities Adotged with an UnparallcT d;Conduct and 
Undaunted — S69 y Your-Conduct-and-Cou- 
rage. united, to 4 Tender: and Compalkonate Ge 
nerofity towards the' Unfortynate; and all theſe 
Twdowments.'attended with a:fteady and tnwea- 
Thea: Conttancy, was is the Proper Character of 
Great Souls, - 

3 . And therefore, My Lord, the true Abad of 
the. Preſent, Sofferings of the Proteftants in France, 

which 'I-gize.to this Nation, \will, I hope, ob- 
tain a able Audience-apd./Receptiar\. from 
Your Lordſhip, and You will undoubtedty Pity 
their Lamentable Caſe, as well as be Pleaſed to 
vouchſafe the Continuance of Your Protection 
to thoſe who have both the Honour and Hap- 

pinefs of (Bing already” ſheltered under-it. I 
aln;:My" Lord) + one of: thoſe who have obtained. 
a grchit: Share-in. Your Generous Liberality, and” 
am very ghd to have this Opportunity to Ac- 
knowledge: *Publickly, how much I do Reſpect: 


_ Perſon, _— Your Virtues, and am 
Thankful 


The Epiſtle Dedicary. 


Thankful for Your many Favours, which I find 
my ſelf under an impothbility of Anfwering any 
other way than by being as long as I live, 


vu  —_ _ 


\.. 


Mz L 0 RD, 


Your Lordſhips 


\ Myſt Obliged, and moi 
© *Dutiful Servant, and 
Chaplain, 
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PREFACE. 


Little Book, needs no Preface, nor a good one any Com- 
mendation ; The former carries an Excuſe in its Brevity, 
and the other's own Worth will ſufficiently recommend it to the 
Fudicious. The Papers which we here preſent to the Publick | 
have a juſt 1itlei'r0 both theſe Charafters, as containing in a | 
little room many important Tranſaftions and Circumſtances re- 
lating to the French Proteſtants, which the World has not hi- | 
therto been acquainted with ; ſo that a true Engliſhman will not | 
think, an hour or two miſpent to be informed as well of the ſeve- a 
ral Motions that were made at Reſwick, though without ſucceſs, 
by Perſons, of great Zeal 'and no leſs Ability, for the Relief of 
"the French Proreflant Church, as of the lamentable Condition 
Jhe bath tain” under ever ſince the Peace, by a moſt Violent and 
Barbarous Perſecution. And therefore he will not take it amiſs, | 
if we give him before-hand an Abſirat of theſe Papers, with the | 
Defiun of the Reverend and Learned Author in their Publi- 
cation, which 1s to relate the paſt, and preſent Condition of the 
 . Proteflants in France, and to give them ſome good Advices for 
their future Depoprtment, 

As to the time paſt, he informs the Proteſlants, as well thoſe g 
rho are now perſecuted in France, as thoſe who are diſperſed 
tor Chriſt's Name over the face of the whole Farth, (and who 
expected that the end of the War would have put a Period to 


their Miſeries) that the Proteſtant Princes, and the States, 
and 
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PREFACE. 
and | galls thoſe 'who':coald\ either: by the." Eminence of - their 
Stations, 'or'\Learning, or«.Zeal \be' uſeful to ther, have done 
what they -.could. towards their\Peliverance and: Comfort. And 
by: this fatthfud Relation, be. undeceives them of the Error they 


were: in, V1Z, That.thoſe who. .could and ought to have-re- 


lieved them, had quite forſaken. them, and; only minded 
their own Concerns, but negle&cd theirs. He tells them, 


that one muſt not meaſure the Condudt of an Affair by the Event, 


but . by. the Integrity and my of the Perſons imployed in-At. 
If, when thus qualified, they do not ſpeed, they are not to be 
blamed for it, but rather we ought t0, be Thankful - for what they 


| have done-already, and. had a. deſire to have done farther. And 


if God Almighty did not think fit to bleſs them with ſucceſs in 
the Management of a- good Cauſe, we muſt ſubmit -to his Will, 
poſſeſs our Souls in- patience, and conclude, that it is now the 
Hour of the'Papiſts, and the. Power of Darkneſs. | | 

As to the preſent time, the Author makes a ſad, but true Re- 
femme the Barbarous Perſecution which rages now in 
France; and the ſeveral Inſlances he gives of the Inhumanity 


of the Papiſts on one hand, and of the unparallel'd Sufferings 


of theſe poor Proteflants on the other, do plainly diſcover, that 
Popery . is in this Particular, worſe than the Heathen Religion, 
and that they have outdone the Pagan Emperors, and even the 
Ferity of the wild Beaſts in the Amphitheaters. 

The principal End of this Diſcourſe is, firſt to acquaint ail 
thoſe *'who' being grown weary of their long Exile, may have a 
mind to return into France, what welcome they are like to ex- 
pet there: Our Author clearly demonſtrates, that unleſs they 
fully reſolve to turn Papiſts, they ought by no means to expoſe 
themſelves to the unavoidable danger of ſo great and certain a 


Temptation. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Author's Aim is, to Coufatethoſe'Þ apifts, -who 
either for ſhame, or becauſe' they have repeived \ſome ſecret Ot- 
der ſo- to do, make' it their buſineſs t0 —_ out 42 al Protefient 
Conntreys, and chiefly here in England,'that where is no' ſub 
thing as a Perſecution in France, and that the Proteſtants ane 
r0t moleſted there; but on the contrary, permitted 20: live quietly. 
But ' what Monſtrous Impudence is this, to give tbe Lie not only 
to Thouſands of Travellers, and many of- them Rerſons of | Qua- 
lity,, who are - every day Eye-witneſſes of theſe new. Craclties, .as 
well: as Abhorrers of thoſe Miſcreants that execute \ them 5 bat 
alſo to ſeveral rigorous Declarations of their own King, iſſued. out 
ſince the Peace againſt the French Proteſtants ftill an his. King- 
dom. Is it Shame that prompts them to it ? if it-be:ſo, then 4haw 
groundleſs denial argues in them a' tatit Horror:and Condem- 
nation of theſe Proceedings. 4 Highwaymant doth 'not aſe. to 
Conſeſs, but rather deny . his Crimes," though ewidently. proved 
againſt him. But the Myſtery of their Policy 4s. thisz. The 
French Court is very unwilling to loſe 'ſo:'many Swbjefs,. mitnefs 
the Bills that were ſet up at the Doors of \ſeveral. Fxench 
Churches in London, whereby the Refugees were invited to appedy 
themſelves to the French Anibaſſador; and: promiſed that. they 
Jhwuld have Paſſes gratis, and be furnifhed with Money 0. cat- 
ry them home. This was not | done; "you "may be. ſure,  by\Prote- 


ftants, but by &c The Council of | Perſecution is jealous uf 


the Kindneſs ad Charity of the Proteſtant\States to'the:Refu- 
wees, and fea8Ihat their uſual Benevolence and Fellowifee/tng 
wHI" be a qyepalent Encouragement 0 thoſe who Tie now under 
the Crofs t9Ome over to them and" that Thouſands will make 
. their eſcape, -thongh the Paſſes be never ſo'{triclly guarded. To 
Prevent thee” loſs, as well 'as 10 recover the old Refupees,-*thay 
have orderefSit to be given out every where, that all 'this.\Repoxt 
of a new Perſecution which the French Proteſtants Complain 
NY . againſt, 
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PREFACE. 
againſt, is a meer trick. and ſham without any ground of Frath 
in it. | Hoping thereby to incite the Hatred of all Proteſtant 
People againſt them ; to flop the Charitable Benevolence of all 
Rank and Qualities, and conſequently 10 conſtrain them by Hun: 
ger to return home : But, How can ſuch a notorious Falfity gain 
any Credit 2 No matter for that. Politicians will do what they 
think may ſerve their turn, if they get no Advantage, they ' are 
ſure to hoſe nothing by the Impoſture. *Tis poſſible, they may 
miſcarry, but *tis poſſible they may ſucceed too, and they will have 
this Satisfaition, that if the Event doth not anſwer their Endea- 
wours and Expeflations, they have no Reaſon to Blame them- 


| ſelves for any neglef on their part : Though the | Popiſh Emif- 


ſaries are not ignorant, that. the Proteſtant Princes and Great 
Men know as well as the  Perſecutors themſelves, how ſeverely 
the French Proteſtants are uſed, fince the Peace:; \ nevertheleſs, 
they muſt try, hoth by a flat denial of the Faft, and by repye: 
ſenting the Refugees as Impoſtors, to render them odious to all, 
end chiefly to the common and illiterate People, who-wot being 
ſo-well. able to examine the Truth, may. give Credit--t0-what* 
anani ſaid againſt them, 'by ſo many Papiſts,"" and" fo 
many different Places. ' From whence it may follow; that-gither 
they will bate and fall »pon then, or elſe be hereafter as hard"to 
them, as hitherto they have been ind and chayttadle." ' In'fhorr, 
if they cannot compaſs their whole Defipn, they" Hope ©'26 effof6Þ>it 
in fome part, and to do-at leaſt, a (onfiderable prejudice to. ſome, 
if not 40 all of. the Refugees, arid. conflrain them by "that "witans 
to return fnto the Fienchſ King's -Dominions.” But- the Frexwth 
Refugees bope, that thoſe who have never been abroad, and have 
not ſo good "Intelligence: of the new Perſetution,” #5 Parſores" of 
greater Rank . und better © Underflanting, will mnbre "naridifly "it- 
gquire into their Afﬀair, from the many Travellers of their of - 
Country, as well as of 'others of wunqueſtionable Credlit-y amd? 
a 


we 
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we doubt not- but that their grievous Sufferings,and unſpotted Inno- 
cence, will as plainly appear, as the Cruelty, Malice,and Impudence 
of the Popiſb Emiſſaries; And conſequently, all good Prote- 
flats every where, and particularly bere in England, will be 
ſo-far from hating, and withdrawing their Charity from the 
French Refugees, that on the contrary, they will both Abhor the 
TInbumanity and Slanders of the Papiſts, and pity the lament- 
able Condition of their Brethren, increaſe their Benevolence and 
Charity, even as the Papiſts increaſe their Fierceneſs ; and laſt- 
by," that they will continue to invite and receive kindly all thoſe 
wha may hereafter be cafi upon their Shores. Nay, We hope, 
that neither the great number. of thoſe who are already tome, 
and may hereafter come over unta them, nor the ſad proſpe of 
their long Exile, will in the leaſi damp their Liberality, but 
rather make it abound more and more. Theſe are the true and 
genuine Fruits of Chriſtian Charity, to the praflice whereof, our 
Zealans Author doth ſo Pathetically Exhort in the latter part of 
bis Second Letter, all Proteflants of what Nation and Quality 
| ſewer, as the" only way. far them to demonſtrate, that as the 
ChaxaRer. of .'Popery conſiſts in forcing Conſciences, Slandering, 
Lying, _ Tormenting, . and Killing ; ſo that of true Chriftians 
wnd.. Proteſtants is to be ſeen in their praflifing thoſe 'many 
Precepts of |Humatity, and Charity, which are fo often Incul- 
ated in the Holy Scripture," the Rule both of our Faith, and of 
Gun. gaod Life, and without which no body. can pretend to Chri- 
ftianity, much leſs to the great Rewards: that . are chiefly pro- 
miſed-t6-thoſe who. are Long- Suffering, Meek and Charitable, 

particularly - in. perſecuting times, which- call for a more than 
 ardizary. Liberality, and a ſteddy perſeverance in the ſame ; as 

you may ſee, 2: Cor. 8, 9. Matth. 25. 34, 40. And- let us 
.not be weary. in well-daing, for in duc feafon we ſhall reap, 
if we faint-not 5 as. we. have. therefore opportunity, . Ict us ar 
gOOG. 
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good unto all Men, and ſpecially unto them that are of 
the houſhold of Faith, Gal..6.9, 10. For. God is not un- 
righteous to forget your work, and labour: of love,. which 
ye haye-ſhewed towards.his-name, in that:ye haye miniſtred 
co che Saints, and. do Miniſter,. Heb.. 6.10. Let. brotherly 
love continue, be not: forgettul ro entertain + Strangers, for 
thereby ſome have entertained Angels unawares, Heb. 13. 1,2. 
As to the time to come, our Author preſcribes. to. the Perſecuted' 
Proteſtants, the Manner how. they ought to bebauve themſelves 3 
firſt, towards their Perſecutors,' by loving them, with a Lone: of 
Charity, though not of Eſteem, and by avoiding both their Conts 
pany and Snares: And fecondly, Towards God,. by an abſolute 
Submiſjion to. his Will, without « Murmuring. againſt it... Next, 
He Cenſures them. for. their Negleft, Lukewarmneſs,. III Lives 
and Inſenfubility. under the heavy. hand: of God ; and- Exhorts 
them to. a ſpeedy Converſion and ſincere Repentance, without: 
which. they muſt. not expe any Deliverance, whereas with- it; 
they will put. themſelves, in a Condition to hope-for- it : It be+ 
ing certain, That when a Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he 
maketh' even - tis, , Enenues to: be at Peace. with him», 
Prov. 16. 7. And when his People hath been driven, out» of 
their Native Country, and ſcattered over the face of the whole- 
Earth for their Sins, if they return unto the Lord their God, 
then the Lord will return and gather them from all: Na- 
tons, whither the Lord their God had ſcattered- them-?. 
Deut. 30. 3. Theſe Exhortations are followed with this Coms=- 
fortable Promiſe, That God Almighty will never permit the to-- 
tal Ruin of the Reformed Religion in France : Then he pro-- 
ceeds to ſhew, That the Romiſh Chanch-is in a- worſe - Cone 
dition, and conſequently more likely to be ſooner Deſtroyed than- 
that of the Proteſtants., aud demonſtrates. that they may. pre«- 

vent: 
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vent their Raine, by Patiente and Conſtancy in their Suffe- 
rings, and by their often meeting together. At laſt, He 
gives ' them good and charitable Advices, in order t0 keep 
their Children from: Pepery ; ' and concludes with a fervent 
and excellent Prayer, wholly taken out of- the Holy Scripture, 
which may ſerve ' as a Form to the Afﬀlifled Church. 


When we began this Preſace, we had a mind to do for the end 
of it, theſe two Things ; Firſt, To ſet down at length all the De- 
clarations iſſued out, and the particular Orders ſent to the Inten- 
dants of Provinces againſt the French Proteſtants ſince the Peace. 
And ſecondly, To ſhew the ſpeedy and ſevere Execution of them 
by ſeveral Particulars, which prove to. the full the Violences, 
Outrages. and Mathers committed upon: the Refermed, - and eſpe- 
cially the Barharous Uſage of almoſt 300 of them who have been 
ſent to the Gallies upon account of Religion,but becauſe the men- 
tioning of all theſe Particulars, 'would have Swolln theſe Papers 
imo a bigger Bulk than it was intended at firfl,we are confirained 
20 put ff the Execution of our Defagn to another opportunity; and 
far we muſt conſider, that we are not Writing a Book, but a 
Preface. | | I 


"RECAST. 


Age 1g. line 32. 'afrer Ratification,, read of Peace, p. 24. I. 2. r. which we.are not concerned in, 

> 0.16. dele whowas, 1. 31. r. which calls her ſelf, p. 24. 1. 18..r. have done, p. 25. 127. r. Ce* 

wenn's, p. 27. 1. 7, after Pronce, r. made niany Martyrs, p. 28. 1; 16; dtteyet, p. 30... 13. dedle their, 

L 14. x. as many uſe todo, p. 40. /. 22. r. all in vain. p. 41.7. 32. r. of the Perſecutors, p. 43+ 7. 31. 
iftet Church, r. Newrembarg, p. 48. 1. 4. r. may expect, 2. 60. 1. 30. r.righteouſneſles. 
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Wherein an Account is given to the Proteſtants Perſe 
cuted in France, of what hath been done, in. their be- 
half, at the Peace of Reſwick. 


TI QU may juſtly wonder, dear Brethren, that having openly pro- 
felled for ſome years paſt, how great a ſhare we bore in your 
Sufferings, you have not. of late heard any thing from us ; parti- 
cularly this laſt year, wherein the Peace, Europe now ſeems ta- 
enjoy, hath been tranſafting. We have been told indeed you expected very 
much from us, and lookt upon thoſe of your Brethren, whom God's Provi- 
dence hath fertled in. the neighbourhood of that Place, wherein the moſt 
important Aﬀairs were tranlacted, as your Agents, who for many Reaſons 
were engaged to omit nothing that might contribute cicher ro your Deliye- 
rance, or your Comfort; and therefore they were obliged to give you a 
faithful Account how far they had diſcharged che Commillion, which you 
had cither expresſly or tacitly given them. We had certainly reſolved ta 
do it long ſince ; but were hindred, and kept filent for ſeveral Reaſons ; 
chiefly for fear of preventing the good Etfites of ſome ſecret Reſolution or 
other, which our Perſecutors might have made of abating their Fury, and 
moderating their excels of Cruelty ; as they had all the Reaſon in the 
World to do ir, ſo we had juſt cauſe to think, they would at laſt hearkeri 
to ſome of thoſe Remonſtrances, which from all parts of Europe were thus 
addrefied unto them : * What blind Rage puſhes you forwards to ruine a 
* srcat Kingdom; to baniſh our of ir by your Barbarity, thoſe who have 
* never ated any thing,. but for its advantage ; to diloblige ſo many of the 
* Allies, who had no other End in Fighting with you, but the procuring a 
* ſolid Peace; to ſhew ſuch implacable Hatred againſt a Religion, the Pro- 
* fellors whereof have been for theſe Hundred years the Glory of your 
*Crown; to inſtill into and fomear an immorral Jealouſic in the Minds of 
© thoſe Proteſtants wich whom you would be glad to live peaccably ?. How 
*can one rely upon the Word of thoſe who break the moſt Sacred Promiles, 
*and the Laws which they had Sworn to O greateſt Solemniry > Will 
| « you 


SE 


© you be more faithful to your Friends, than to your own Children > Do you 
* think that an Opportunity will not ſome day or other offer ir ſelf to expreſs 
* our Reſentments of ſuch a Contempt 2 | 

But all theſe Remonſtrances have been 'to no purpoſe, nay they have not 
fo much as vouchſafed to hear them 3- in the mean while we kept filence that 
theſe forementioned Complaints being offered without any interruption, 
might be the better heard. We were afraid, leſt a Word taken in a contrary 
ſenſe, might either give occaſion, or at leaſt be made uſe of, as a colour ro 
prevent the Effedts, of what they called good Secret Intentions. - But there is 
not now any Reaſon for us to hold our peace any longer, ſecing we are Eye- 
Witneſſes of the ill Contequences of a Peace {o pernicious to the Church ; it is 
high time for us ro inform you, both of what we havealready, and further had a 
mind to have done both for the Comfort of the Reformed Church in general, 
and your Repoſe in particular. Know then, dear Brethren, that nothing has 
been omitred, which might either put a ſtop to, or allay the preſent Perſe- 
cutions of the Church ; and in order thereto, be pleaſed ro obſerve, that 
the Foundation of this great Work, they had a mind to build upon, hath 
been laid above theſe Ten years; for they have made uſe of every Moment, 
and Opportunity, thar mighr be moſt ſealonable to move the Proteſtant 
Princes and States to the moſt tender Compaſſion, and prevail upon them 
to contribute to the Eaſe and Relief of the AﬀiRed Church ; eſpecially in 
the year 1688, in which happened the Revolution of England, As it was 
very caſie to foreſee that fo great a Turn would be atrended with' Conſe- 
quences of the-higheſt imporrance, ſo they endeavoured” to improve it to the 
beſt advantage, and prepared aforchand all things in order to another kind 
of Reyolution. Accordingly, their firſt Eſſays facceeded as well as one 
could wiſh; the Princes who had an hand in this extraordinary Event, did 
. expresſly promiſe, they would ſacrifice all things, even their own Lives for the 
good of the Churg; They were pleaſed nor only ro ſay fo, bur more than 
that, they gave it under their Hands. Since. the' time of this Promiſe (o 
much valued by us, every, even the leaſt Opportunity hath been improved 
ro the keeping up of ſo great a Zeal : This was chiefly done in the year 
1694, when the: Famine raped in France ; it was thought that the Govern- 
ment of that Kingdom would pity the Caſe of ſo many Wretches ſtarving 
before their Eyes, and Court Exrope to a Peace in behalf of their own Sub- - 
jects of both Religions. Upon this, new Motions were made, which had 
as good ſucceſs as 'the former ; The ProteQtors of the Proteſtant Religion 
gave freſh Aſſurances, that they would uſe their utmoſt Intereſt ro promote 
this great Work, and ordered Memoirs at thar very time'to be drawn forir. 
The famous Aurhor of that Excellent Hiſtory of 'the Edit 'of Nantes, ' was 
particularly choſen for that purpoſe; with what Succeſs he. diſcharged rhac 
__—_— iy 6G | Employ- 
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Employment,. he ws i perhaps himſelf one day inform you of. But as we 


were. {triatly injoined,to keep the whole Afair private, ſo it was communi- 
cated but to few Perſons, who religiouſly concealed it ;/ there were among 


| them ſeveral of great Quality, and many Zealous Members of high Courts. 


Perhaps it might have been. wiſhed, that the ſecret had been kepr a little 
longer, but it broke out when they began to diſcourſe publickly abour the 
Peace. One of the molt conſiderable Refugees, a Counſellor of the ſu- 

reme Court of Pars, was informed by one of the chief Members of the 
Republick of Holland, that it was high time for us to look after our Con- 
cerns ; he. had often promiſed go give us timely warning, he was as good as 
his Word; and the Perſon who received it, ſet himſelf about drawing up 
the Memoirs they had deſired of him, after having firſt diſcourſed it with 
thoſe whom he thought fit : God: hath taken him ſince into his reſt : The 
Memoirs he had drawn proved very good, and ſo well digeſted, thar there 
was nothing either wanting or ſuperfluous in them ;. and ſo there were Two 
Perſons. who. prepared theſe Inſtructions. And though they did not a&t 
jointly, ,,or communicate their Work one to another, nevertheleſs the things 
they laid down agreed cxaQly, becauſe Truth and Right are conſtantly the 
ſame, and cannot vary... We defire you to take notice, that thoſe amongſt 
us, who haye. taken care of the Publick Caule, have nor done it of their 
own Heads, bur. were impower'd by the Permiſſion, nay, by a ſpecial Order 
of their Superiors.; and ſo you are not to impute the ill Succeſs, to the Im- 
prudence of thoſe who might have meddled with theſe Material Aﬀairs with- 
out any Power and Warrant ſo ro do. The Inſtructions then, I ſay, were well 
drawn, and exhibited in due time, for they were delivered a little before 
the Conferences about the Peace begun at'Reſwick, The ill Succeſs muſt be 
laid, neither upon thele Inſtruftions, nor upon the Authors of them, nor 
upon the Sollicitors, nor upon the Sollicitations themſelves, which were 
made by the moſt Eminent Refugees, and_rhat, with a great deal of Zeal 
and Conduct; ſeeing, they have obeyed the Advices of thoſe Superiors, by 
whom'they were to be directed, and who ſer us upan uniting together all the 
Proteſtant Powers of both Communions, , that, of Avgsburg, and that of Ge- 
neva. We mult plainly tell you, that we had almoſt no other Reaſon for 
our undertaking theſe our Sollicitarions, but to pay our 'Duty to Truth and 
Juſtice, though with a ſlender proſpect of Succels ; for we ſaw well enough, 
that the Authors of our Miſcries were fully reſolved not to leſſen them in the - 


leaſt, and that our Friends and ProteQors were nor able to give Laws to a 


Prince' who is-a Perſecutor ou of an.Erroncous Conſcience ; bur we ought 
however to a@ after ſuch a way, as you ſhould haye no reaſon to blame our 
Condu@ ia the leaſt.” | 
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- 'This/is the Conſideration we often repreſenteditothe Proteſtant Plenipo= 
rentiaries, who were pleaſed to give- us ſeycral favourable Hearings ; and 
we begg'd them many times, to put us in a Condition to __— you, rhar 
the Proteſtant Princes had done their utmoſt towards the leſſening of your 
Miſeries, and the recovering of your Liberties ; ſome of them did very No- 
bly, and with all the Marks of Sincerity, (promiſe us'ro do tt. However, 
afrer having as well as we could diſpoſed the Embaſladors of the Princes of 
our Communion in our favour, we endeayoured, purſuancto their Advice, to 
bring-borch Communions ſeparatcd- from the Church of Rowe to'anagree- 
ment, 'not for ſuch an union as it was reported abroad we have ſo-ofren de- 
fired, but only to prevail with them ro- concur, and:join their good Endea- 
yours to obtain from the 'Moſt Chriſtian King an abatemenrt-of the Perſecu+ 
tion. We plainly diſcovered in every Member of the. A»ſz byry Communion, 
not. only a tender Compaſſion -for our Sufferings, but-alſo very favourable 
intentions towards us ; they were very ſenſible ir concerned them as well 
aS'us."* We made bold to repreſent unto them, that if the ProreſtanrPrinces 
did 'not' ſtir up their Zeal, they wonld ſee the great Work of the'Reforma- 
tion, that had coft their Itluſtrious Anceſtors a grear deal 'of Sweat and 
Blood, quite-ruined under their Hartds. We defired them to cconfider, how 
much Popery had in this Age incroached-upon the true Religion. © We ex- 
poſed to their View rhe Churches of Bohemix and Auſtria quire deſtroyed}; 
thoſe -of Hunzary in extream diſtreſs, thoſe of the Palatinate deyolved ro a 
Popiſh Prince ; The City and Church of Strasbarg inthe power of a Zealous 
Popiſh King ; The Church of England, who had lately ſeen her felf upon 
the brink of ruine, by the COpaney of two Kings ; and laſtly, the E- 
teRorſhip of Saxony, now in the hands 

Religion ro purchaſe-the Crown of Poland.': We begg'd them to obſerve, that 
by adding the Ruine of the French Church to the formet Lofles,it wasevident 
that the rrue' Religion''was expoſed ro rhe greateſt danger more than ever. 
We told'them, it was high'time for them to look our for the firteſt Methods. 
ro ſtop the ſucceſsful ' progreſs of Popery, and to raiſe a Bank againſt the 
fierceneſs of Perſecution';; That there was as yer ſome hopes to ſave the 
reſt, and recover either the whole, or fome parts of our Loſſes; That the 
Proreſtant 'Religion, as weak as it was, was ſtrong enough to counterpoile- 
all the unired Forces of Popery. The Moſt Potent King of England, the 
_ High 'and Mighty States of: Zolland, the Moſt Serene Eleftor of Branden- 
burg, the Landgrave of Hſe, the Kings of Szedew and Denmark, many 
Princes and Free Towns of Germany, the Cantons of Swiſſerland and their 
Allies ; all theſe, I ſay, make up a Body able ro compel others to hearken 
to their Demands, ſince they are able when they pleaſe to keep them in 


awe. 
wt þ There 


of a Prince who lately chanped his. 
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Thete was not one theſe Pleniporentiaries to whom-we repreſented 
rheſe Arguments, bur did acknowledge the Equity. of -owr Requelts,. and 
the ſolidiry of our Reaſons; They did both promiſe and-aR, for they.a+ 
reed. to Name Seven ar eight Perſons to,draw up their Demands. We did 
what we could / to have this Buſindls Negotiated, | {o-as mot ro be ſarisfies 
with a bate Iotepcelſion, from which we (aw: we could reap butſimalladyan- 
tage. We did repreſent, that in the Treaties of Weſ#phalia at Munſter and 
—m_ the Afairs of Religion had been treated of ; That the Frencly 
ing himfelf had acted im behalf” of rhe Proteſtant Princes of Germany, that 
rhe Honſe of Aufixia ſhould reſtore what they had taken from them, We 
did alledge rwenty Prefidents of Subjefts, who being protected by other 
Princes, had 'rreared with :their own. We ſaid indeed; that akhough wie 
preſenr War, was not properly a War of Religion, Religion however had: 
done all, becaule England and Aollend had:not made fo\powerful aLeague,. 
but for 'the *ptelervation of their Religion-. as well as their Libettics, ' for 
they - had | underſtood that they bore an-ill will againſt both ; and there- 
fore, ſaid we, {nre>Religion hachunder other pretences armed the Proveſtane 
Princes, ir- is not reaſonable that Religion ſhould be'forſaken-in this[Trcathy 
of - Peace; "We added, That the ſaid Proteſtant Princes. had: & right to: de+ 
mand their being 'reimburfed: for the vaſt Charpes they, had;becn at 11-this: 


War, and fot the Blood of fo many Subjedts whom they had loft its.ies. 


. That ic was nor*fic' thar the \Proteſtant» Princes ſhould baveno Grisfaction. 


for the Money «they had advanced towards carrying onthe War, ia which: 
they had ſpent four times as. much as the Roman Catholicks; To the King 
of . Spain they would have Catalenia, Laxembury, Heinant, and pact of {ens 
#ers to be reſtored ; To the Duke of Lorroin.his Dukedom ;\ Fo the Emp 
Philipsburg and Friburg ; Fo the Prince Palatine the Palatinate 5 To- the, Entr 
pire many Places upon and on this fide the Rhixe ; all this put together made: 
up 2 Kingdom of Reſtiturions. ' England as: well as. the. States of - Atvilant 
ſued for nothing, and fo it. was but zeaſonable they ſhould procure the Pro» 
reſtant Religion ſdme advantape, ' ſince 'rhis was the only concern. they had-wuy 
the preſent Cale. FC LEIT, $430 DAY 0 aan be 
- + It (cemed to us they could oppoſe nothing to all this, bur their uſlial Art 
fwer, viz. The impollibility of -making. the beſt of all theſe good. Reaſohs: 


in the preſent Junure of Afﬀairs: To this: we were faint to:-tubmic.: -Bug 


you will ſee however by what we haveiaid, that we did not.omit any 
thing neceſſary to- perſwade rhe-Pleniporentiaries into a neceſiity. of Negor 
ciating our Reſtauration. When we perceived it could not gp-tharways. 
we were forced to- have recourſe to a bare Interceſlion, -and endeavoured: that 
it ſhould be ar leaſt powerful, urgent, unanimous, and drawn. aftetſuch. a: 


manner, as might. be beſt able ro. anſwer our End.. In.ſhort,. afes —- 
1 | Oftir- 
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Conferences among theſe Gentlemen upon the Matter, they agreed to Word 
their- Intercefſion after rhe Form you may have already ſeen, and may ce 


| here, as follows. AY 


Memoirs of the Embaſſadors, and Plenipotentiaries of the 
"Proteſtant Princes in behalf of the Reformed Churches in 


France. 


7 E the Confederates of. the Proteſtant Religion Confidering the Calamities 
many of the Subjetts of his _ Chriſtian Majeſty, profeſſing the ſame 
Religion with us, have ſuffer d, and ſtill do ſuffer upon the account only of ſerving 
God, according to the Diftates of their Conſcience : A Liberty the ſaid diſtreſſed 
Subjets might reaſonably hope for by the Law of God, by the Precepts of Charity, 
and eſpecially by the Laws of France, confirmed. by his Mo(t Chriſtian Majeſty, and 
which they are to enjoy as good and faithful Subjetts, who have conſtantly kept 
7 —_ within the bounds of their Duty and Allegiance to their Sovereigns, _ 
 » The ſaid Allies moved by theſe Motives of Fuſtice and Compaſſion, are ſo much 
the more concerned for theſe Aﬀtied People, 'by how much the more that the Miſes 
ries they ſuffer comtinuing ſtill, fince the Peace has been re-eſtabliſh'd, might be ime 
puted to the hatred of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty againſt all the Proteſtants in ge- 
mival, a Conſideration which would mightily euic the (Princes of that Religion, 
who hope by the ' Peace to live im Amity, and keep: a good: Correſpenaence with his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; and: therefore it concerns. them alſo, to know, what will 
become of ſo many of the ſaid Subjeds of France, who. have forſaken their Native 
Country, and fled into. the Dominions of tht: ſaid - Proteſtant - Confederates for 
ſhelter, 'to the end: that they may incourage them after the Peace to return home, if 
they can do it with freedom and a good Conſcience.” : Therefore the. Embaſſadors and 
Plenipotentiaries of the ſaid Allies of the Proteſtant Religion, having full Power to 
Treat about a General ' Peace, think themſelv:s obliged to recommend earn:ſtly, in 
the Name of their reſpective Sovertigns and Maſters,” to their Excellencies the Eme- 
baſſadors ' of his Moſt Chriſtian iMajefty ; having: alſo entreated his Excellency the 
Mediator to contribnte his good Offices thereto, that that Eaſe which this Diſtreſſed 
People have # lone time moſt. paſſionately defired be granted them, and they may be re- 
eftabliſt'd in their Rights, Immunities, and ; Priviledges in Point of Religion, in 
order to enjoy a full: Liberty of Conſcience ; and: that thoſe who are either in Priſons, 
or ' otherwiſe detained, 'be releaſed; and {et at Liberty, that ſo the ſaid Afﬀiicted Pro- 
reftants 'may reap their ſhare of -the Peace, which Europe is in. all probability ſhortly 


$0 emo). | 
©. Delivered into the Hands of his Excellency the Mediator, 
September 18.1699, LELIENROOT.. 
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It cannot be denied but theſe Memoirs are very Good,: Judicious, Wile, 
ReſpeAtful, and yet very preſling, as much as the Jun&ure of time could 
permit. The firſt thing the Miniſters of the Proteſtant Princes did, was to 
declare, That they did not look on themſelves as two diſtin Bodies, bur 
that they eſpouſed the Intereſts of the Reformed in France, as of their own 
Brethren ; They repreſented to the French King very nicely, but yct with great 
plainneſs, how much it concerned him not to reject the joint Interceſſion of 
the Proteſtant Princes ; That this great Concern of his was, to give them 
good grounds to truſt him for the future ; To make Peace with ſuch powerful 
States as England, Holland, the Eletor of Brandenburg, the Princes of the 
—_— Houſe of Brunſwick, and ſo many. Princes and Towns of Germany 
proteſſiing the Proteſtant Religion ; and: at the ſame time to refuſe them: a 
thing ſo reaſonable, was to renounce all the Maxims of the beſt Policy, and 
leave in Men's Minds immortal ſeeds of a War, which will break outat the 
firſt opportunity. Thoſe who truly love the Proteſtant Religion will no 
doubt remember it; and thoſe who have no great kindneſs for it, will not 
be ſorry to have a Pretence ready of being angry at, and revenged for thoſe 
many Aftronts they have received from the French Court. | 

It was a piece of great Prudence and Wiſdom of the Proteſtant Confede- 
rates to mention, the Laws of the Kingdom of France confirmed by his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Ly Virtue whereof the Reformed are to: enjoy all the 
. Priviledges granted them, as good and faithful Suljes, who conflantly kept them- 
ſelves within the bounds of their Duty and Allegiance to their Sovereign. This. 
Clauſe fully anſwers the ObjeQion the French had very often made unto 
them; What authority - had they to pretend that the Proteſtant Religion 
-ſhould be. re-eſtabliſhed. in France, ſecing moſt part of them would nor ſs 
much as tolerate the Publick Exerciſe of. the Catholick Religion; nay, ſaid 
they, in ſome of the ſaid Proteſtant .States, it was Death for one roturn 
Roman Catholick 2 To this they prudently reply'd, That they kept the Laws of 
the Kingdoms and States madecither in the firſt Sextlement, or Reformation. 
of the ſame ;- but that on the contrary, the Moſt Chriſtian King by expel- 
.ling the Reformed, had broke all the Laws. of his Kingdom, Laws, 1 ſay, 
Fundamental ; Laws tiled Perpetual and Irrevecable, Laws ratified in all the 
Supreme Courts of France, received and approved by all the Orders of the 
State; Laws: renewed: by all the Predecetiors. and Anceſtors of the Prince 
who -now-ſits upon the Throne; and in ſhorr, Laws Confirmed by his Ma- 
jeſty himſelf. This Article of the Allies Demand ſuggeſts another Antwer, 
which -is this ; The Subjects of the Moſt Chriſtian Kung profeſiing the Re- 
formed Religion,. have all along behaved. themſclves as good and fairhful 
Subjects, and conſequently have not delerved to forfeit rhele Priviledges, 
which - Zenry..the Fourth, and Zewa the. Fourtecath himtclf bad grapes 
| - chem 


them, .as a Reward not only of their Fidelity, ut of tlicig great Services 
too; Whereas - the Popiſh Subjects in rhe Reformed Dominions, are as i6 
many” /fiexce Lions kept in. Chains, - who: get looſe at every turn, and: Plot 
againſt their Sovercigns, and the Government, as: occaſion feryes, In fine, 
we- muſt obſerve, that in thefe Memoirs, the Allies demand all, not in hope 
of getting. all, but. in proſpect. at leaſt of :obtaining ſomething ; for they 
did not queſtion but rhe French would wrangle, and maiutain gy 
with a greac deal of Erroneous Zeal ; but they thought that by yielding by 
degrees, ſomething would be granted. | 

Theſe Memoirs being finiſhed., and the Plenipotentiarics agreed there- 
upon, the Queſtion was only, how to deliver them ivto the hands of the 
French Embaſladors, but they could nor agree about the time; tome were 
of Opinion not to: have them delivered till after the Peace was ſigned, and 
their Reaſons for ic were ſuch different Motives as need not be related here;; 
and yer we cannot deny bur thar the fear of delaying, and ſtopping a Peace 
ſo. much wiſh'd for by all, was the chief ſpring of this Motion. This Q- 
row had carried it, and the Memoirs had been pur oft gill the Signature 

atification of the Peace, . had: ir been made rhe laſt of Auguſt 1697, as the 
Allies, and chiefly the Spaniards, required it : But the new Memoirs. of the 
French .Embaſſadors, whereby they declared in the Name of their Maſter, 
that he weuld take off Strasbourg out of his firſt Offers,: and keep: thar 
Place in lieu of Barcelona, which he had lately taken; This Propoſal, I ſay, 
the. Germans were frighted at, and that was the Cauſe why the Concluſion 
of the Treaty was pur off to the 2oth of September. 

This little refpite-we lookt on, as particularly deſigned by God's Provi- 
dence, to put us upon doing his Cauſe further Service once more, and there» 
fore we waited on the Proteſtant Plenipotentiaries again, and repreſented 
unto. them, that a Memoir in our behalf delivered after the Peace was 
ſigned, would ſignifie nothing, but make the Perſecutors of France believe 
they were nor ſollicitous for our Concerns, and that the French Courr woutg 
think {o too ; we went through.great oppolitions upon that Point, but the 
{teadineſs of. thar Noble Lord, who was the chief of the Engliſh Embaſly, 
and of the firſt Miniſter in Ordinary of that State, carried it ; They were 
allo very much ſupported by the Embaſſadors of the Confeſſion of Auſzbure ; 
The Memoirs were then delivered into the Hands of the :Mediator, two 
days before the Peace- was ſigned. The French Embaſladors did abſolutely 
reject it art firſt, ſaying, they. were ſtritly forbidden by the King their 
Maſter, either to receive, or give Ear to any ſuch. thing : The Chief of 
that Embaſly acted very Honourably, but as one that is willing withall to 
follow exactly his Maſters Orders; - The others did not conceal their hatred 
againſt the Proteſtants, and let-us ſee that by obeying their Maſter, they 


did 


id 
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did the fame time gratifie theiri own Inclinations. The chief-of the Emba 
did -not think fir to refuſe 'obſtinately the:Proreſtanc Allies:this'fimall/Cou 
reſy, which .could do- no hurt to his own Religions fo rthar ar laſt he'pr6. 
iſcd ro ſend the Memoirs co: his' Maſter accordingly" ir2was:{the'to whe 
French: Court, -with-all-the Articles of Peace! figned//by :Exglayd, Holland, 
and Spaix,. and they were'in-great expeRatiou'of an Anfwer'ro the Memoirs 
together \withthe Rarification \of- the Peace.: When the. Expreſs was come, 
they  diſcovered- that the' French King had ſent Orders 10" his Embaſſadors 
to pretend-\ the Memoirs: had, not been ſent, :and had through forgetfulneſs 
been left\ in the Chief. Embafſador's Pocker.®» This was\rheir Excuſe t6 the 
Mediator, when at -the 'Meſlcigers arrivatthe 'required an Anſwer ro-them + 
However no-'body gave any+credit to it, bur 'look't:racher.on it as-a ſham; 
for they knew: very well rharall the Miniſters of Princes.are-fo exact;" as'ts 
omit. nothing upon. ſuch Octafions, and:rhar- rhere'is noi Wricing, thougli 
never. (o liccle,- nor even of; theleaft importance, but: they: will-rake care £6 
tranſmit ir to-*their: Maſters:5'and: if the-French Embaliadors had ſo neg- 
lected: their:Dury, they -would-undoubtedlyihave: loſt their King's Favour 
bur'-rhe : Council of: .Fraxce chad fome Reaſons, for not. irritating the/Prote- 
ſtanr Allies by.a downright denjal-ar'a time, when-nothing was as yet 
ratified,. 'andithey ſtood in need of every body:: i © 1 He Ho 
- | For. all thiszthe Mediaror.-would: not fo- give over,” but urged that the 
Memoirs- ſhould be ſent, if they had nor: done ir: already and that they 
ſhould require 'ana Anſwer to it, : which came ar laſt, 'bura great while after; 
when all was done, and the Chief of the French Embaſly departed; The rwo 
others pleaſed themſelves wich: Anſwering im-their Matters Name; Thar his 
Majeſties Conſcience could not:conſent. to re-eſtabliſh-a-/Religion of which he 
had a'very'bad Opinion ; 'That:he was. fo far from reſtoring the ſaid Reli- 
pion,: that, he would not {omuch.as ſee-in his Dominions any of thoſe Re- 
tugees who had fled our of it; That if they had'a mind to come- back again; 
he was willing to forgive chem;-upon condition: they thoald diſcharge all -the 
Duries-of good: Catholicks; That as to their Eſtates he could not reſtore 
them," not even'ito thoſe-who ſhould: have a mind to: return, becauſe he had 
already given them ro others; from whom he did not- intend: ro take them 
away. - No body-did wonder-at. ſuch an Anſwer, nevertheleſs it ſtruck” a 
t many, 'who could never have believed, bur they would ar leaſt deal 
as favourably- with the new Subjefts of England, Holland, and Brandenbure, 
as with: the'-old-ones 3. and:as4r:was Lawtub for thoſe to:go into and-come 
out .of France about their own Attairs, they thought the ſame liberty would 
have been. granted ro thole, who:12. or 15 years ſince had ſhelrered rhem- 
ſelves in Foreign 'Countreys:”.: The ſecond-and-fixth Atricles of the Treaty 
with Zoland-ars fo plain in-this Cauſe,” that {everat Inhabicancs of _— 
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hd other” Placts; had ſent -woard: to their »Friehds,.. that by virtue of zlic 


Freavy' they had: liberty; to: come back: and; manage their Affairs in France, 
without any fear: of moleſtation. he ſecond -Articic :includes.a general 


Pardon without reſtriion, in behalf of- all. the Subjedts of the Maſt Chri- 
ſian King -now in Service of the Upited-Provinces; fax it is there pravided by 


this Article, Thar: the faid Penſens, of what (Quality and Rank foeuer,. way and 
ſhall re-enter upon, and be fully refered 10 the Paſſeſton, and peareabte; Enjoyweens 
of all their Eftates and FHonows, &c. without any Claute excluding Religion. 
And in the fixth Article Religion is exprefly named, Theſe whoſe Goods and 
Eftazes have been ſeiſed upon, and efoheated wpou the account of the ſaid. War, 
thejr Fdeirs or Afſigns, of what Condition and Religion ſerver, ſhall exoy the jaid 
Goods and: Eſtates, and take poſſeſſion: of them by their awn private Amthortty, 
without any need of going to Law, "The Treaty of Commerce is yet moce 
particular as ro. the Liberty of the Subjects of thete rwa Sovercigns for Gay 
ing, Coming, Travelling ao& Trading within all the refpective. Harbaurs 
and Towns of each others Dominions :: There:is. not a ward-in all this ior 
porting any Exciufian or Diſtintion between New and Old Subjects; ans 
po: body queſtioned, but that ſome Ercnchmen :who.had heen Naturalized 
in-Holland, made-free of their Tawns, and, owned as Members of the Staze; 
might however enjoy the Priviledges granted: to the whole Nation, and 'tq 
thoſe, who many: years ago were incorparated-into/.it. So:evident did the 
Cale :appear;; aS may be {ten by::Letrers froin Rave; and. other Placts; 
' Which took this Liberty for. granted without avy difficulty ; ſo that we' may 
(ay, that -to:- deat in this manner; onehad: netd be maſter-of that Power the 
Court, of France: bath thefe many years afſumed/; which is,to make uſe of all 
the [Erearies: for its own Intereſts and Purpoſes; without any regatd ro Words 
maurlly; appointed to figniftc rhiags. © Theſe Articles ſhould undoubtedly 
baye_ prevented ſuch a- denial ; :bur for all that, is was made in peremptory 
nd alot Mands 0 bot 7 bicr ET roo 3D bo oor nm 
- Upon this flat and evident: Refaſal,, we were put to a nonplus, and faw we 
hading more to.do.-/ *Tis truean:Ad of Proteſtarion was {till 0: bemade a+ 
' gainft, rhis unreaſonable Deniat-: As. che ſad eyent-of mhis Aﬀars was foraieen; 
they; had alfo'much difcourſed: of fuch an At&:-Many concerned in the thong 
were for it; bur alt thofe who had in Frarce: been! accuſtomed w'Slavery, mere 
flill afraid of King Lewis the XLV. though they ought to-have-lopk'd thenon 
him, as baving 1laid\down his Arms. They faid, that rhe Frenchy Court being 
grown to ſuch a height, cſpecially:over her:own:Subjedts, would: be attended 
at ſuch a- Proceeding, and cantirue jt” as; /a mew Inſtance 'of Dilobedicnco 
and Rebellion. ' But there-is nothing more groundicis: chan fuch, a Chimes 
rical Imagination ; for we ought not to facrifice our Duty to; God, our. of 
_ reſpe} to a Coure that fo barbarouſly perfecures.the rtue: Rehigion. io 
ope 
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os net hft thing chat dies if Man, thoſe who had lefs greet Eftages 
in France i could ' not il forbear hoping,: thar ſuch 26-bad. been faichful te 
rheir King, eyar in Foccigg Countreys, would by that ngans recover hig 
: - This 'was the chief Reaſon that hindred the moſt Zealous from naaking 
the Proceſtatiom, buc the principal ones. were theſe ; Firſt; :Before one can 
legally Proteſt; he muſt bave.autboriey tor it, which we then wanted upon 
many accounts, becauſe the Votes were divided, and it was impoſſible for 
chem 'to agroeon the 'Miattet, and chicfly becauſe we 'cowld noc keep any 
Gorrolpondence and concert | Meaſures | apout x, - with you, my Brethren, 
who 1rve :uader the Croſs, and who Rights. were the: chief: Buſinel(s in hand, 
as being the greatcft part of 1s. | Reſides, we (aw ne body willing to-re- 
czive our Proreftation, the French, Eawbaſiadors into whale bands it was to 
be. delivered; were. far enough from: accopting it, who bad with cauch giffir 
culry roccived the abqvelaid; Petition. But: you will- ſay, bhey might- pur 
their Proteſtation into; the Mcediator's hands; true, but ?tis evident he could 
not approve of that ProteBiation, : as not being in due form; for we had nox 
been admitted into; (the Negdciations as (Damanding Parties. Qur Procter 
&ors had 'chought ' fit; 'we: hopld not appear 5n the Byogls, bur in their 
Perfons, and under thejr: Names ; and it: {ems a Rule founded upon good 
Reaſon, zhat the Proteſtation ught 10. be made by choke. gny, —_— 
ſented .che [Perition. which tbhathi been rajcted. Now this was y ex 
own. Buſineſs, and they miighc after haviog seceived: an-avjult denial of fo 
reaſonable 12 Demand, have protefied, atilealt; in behalf af:che pratervation 


of all 1he: Rights of the French Reformed Church; and: xepeetented, i that 
chough-rhay-did for thepraſcac debit from any furcherapplication, . yer. they 


pretended | not for all that, that the ſaid Jeaving off Fav a; time ſhowld: be 
conſtrued: a total deſiftiag; or conſenting to the-MaſtGhriGian King's: Wl, 
that they did nor intend thereby, that any thing ,of what. was thergupen 
done, thould:be in the keaſt-projudicial co che Rigbts of che _Propefianc 
Church, which might be;reſamedar a betteropportupiry. - Suah a Pratelia- 
tion. had been very re{peful,and of ſome uſe.;' and:indeed ome ,of the maſt 
conſiderable Members of this Auguſt; Aſſembly gaye us hapes, thar.ghe:thing 
weuld be :done, and ackaowiedged our \Pericion roJ-be;reaonable, - Bur 9- 
thers did fo much oppoſe (it, .that the bare Propolalof ir could not by any 
means ' be :offered according to the Rules. - The Treaty was hatlened With 
great precipitation ; all were:for it; and. would nor-do any thing char might 
xetard irs'/Conctuſion : Beſides, they, made us believe, thatabe: French Kang 
himſelf world mitigate iour. iMiſeries.:- They (aid, ithat fo,grear; a Pringe 
would not reccive Laws fcom his:Neighbours, . and eſpecially about a. Do- 


moltick Concern. - Some [Words Jotonas xendoavhy tome Freacamen of 
| 2 the 
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the: Embaſſadors Retinue begot . that hope ; Others went ſo far as to ſay; 
Have: # little Patience; the King' i Gracicus, Many alſo of i.the> Proteſtant 
Embaſladots and”Mediators of this Buſineſs dropt ambiguous Words, which 
made us believe that we were not to look on our Concerns as wholly dee 
ſperate, though 10 favour has been granted to- us in the Treaty of Peace ; 
and ſo they thought ir not convenient to diſpell theſe ſmall ſhadows of 
Hope-by a Proteſtation, which they were not-in a condition to ſupport and 
render valid. | 523-- Tta 
\ But now all is over, theſe hopes are vaniſh'd away, and attended by the 
moſt - terrible and unforeſeen Conſequences imaginable, ſo that we are now 
reduced to the-neceflity of referring the: Publick ro-that Excellent:and Em- 
phartical Protcſtation, which concludes Maſter Clauge's laſt Work; Intituled, 
The Complaints of the Proteſtants, in which are related the Wrongs and Out» 
rages done us in the Jaſt Perſecution ; and 'in- the end: you have the Rea» 
ſons; why all chey' have done againſt-us, can do no-prejudice to the Rights 
confirmed by ſo many irrevocable 'Decrees, 'and:a-: polleſhon of chem: for 
One hundred years, which ate enough: ro make up:three. or- four, Preſcrips 
tions. ' Since that Work was" publiſhed, our Brethren have ſuffered Miſeries 
beyond Expreſſion, Maſſacres, Puniſhments, ſmpriſonments,';Sentencings to 
the Galleys, Seiſures of their Goods and Eftares;, and: all:.other forts of 
Calamities. But Maſter Claude's Proteſtation holds as well-for what follows, 
as'for what wenr'before, ſeeing it is all a Series of the fame ill Uſage. 
''! The Account-we now give you of what we have done alrcady, 'and in» 
tended further-to' have- done, will not be pleaſmg to you,. but it ought nor 
Xo - make' you dillatisfied” with any. body; not with-us, who with' rhe moſt 
(enfible' AMiction we' ever felt,” have ſeen the World: make'irs Peace, with 
the-exeluſion,' nay; and ro the- great prejudice .of the Churchy: but as theſe 
-aro 'our Enemies Triumphs, 'tis needleſs to expoſe them toi/publick View, 
irhe Children of this World are Wiſer in. their Generation, than the Children of 
:Lieht, and an Erroneous Zeal, which is nothing but Rage'artended. with 
Jgnorance, moves much more violently, and effetually, than Zeal. far the 
'Tx.th.- Neither are-you to be diſpleaſed arithole Princes, whom you have 
-Jookt-upon as your future Deliverers : We mult :do-them juſtice, and confels, 
'rhat-how expreſs: ſoever their Promiſes were; they ſuppoſed them all along 
ſubje ro Circumſtances z' and we cannor deny but rhar cheſe- Circumſtances 
:did not-prove" favourable to us.' -We maycadd: befides, they mighr:really 
have ſhewn a great deal more eagerneſs: than they did; ' but all the Sollici- 
rations'iof: theirs;:thoueh- riever -fo- urgent, had/'been unſucceſsful, becauſe 
our Adverſary'is implacable. The: continuance/thenof your :Miſcrics is. a 
Diſcaſe:withaur Remedy, this is ' indeed a'very wretched Comfort; butwe 
may perhaps afford - youar'the end of theſe Papers/ſome more efteual Cons 


{0- 


{ 13 1 
folations : For'we do'intznd ip go on in the Io of your Calamities, and 
Relate the Conſequenets of. this Peace, in- reſpe& of the afflicted 'Chorch 
only. ...We ſhall receive-Infoxmation of the Condition you arc now in, "an 
give you ſome Advices of what we think neceſſary to be done by you! for the 
rime. to come. hr © CH | - IEF 
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Giving an Account of 'the Lamentable State of the. Re: 
. . formed Church im: France, jimce the Peace ; with'an 
> Exhortation to all Proteſtants, whether Sovereigns; ur 
. Subjefts, Refugees, or Others, - in order to move then 


to Compaſſion. - 

”" O goon in our Undertaking, we-muſt now draw the. Picture, of the 
3+ Miſcries of the Reformed Church in France ; not for the Information 
of thoſe who live under Perſecution, (for by ſad Experience they feel "their 
Calamities toq, much to be ignorantiof them,) Bur ro, acquaint the *Prote- 
ſtant States with them, to ſtir up their Zeal and Piry, and let them know, 
how neceſſary it is that their Charicy ſhould be more and more than'ever 
inflam'd, - to. releive.'the,multirude of thoſe poor Wretches who'will fall un; 
der their Care, and to Comfort thoſe who ſhall be detained in the Captivity 
of. Babyon. -Bur:where ſhall we find Colours lively cnough' ro draw” that 
Picture 2 We muſt then be on this occaſion, ſhorter than the matter re- 
quires. + | 
b When thoſe who hope for the Deliverance of 1ſrael, faw; how Matters 
ſtood, and how Mens Minds were affeted, they did notexpeR very much, 
yer they. could not think to {ce what they now do ; The moſt Judicious a- 
mong them were of Opinion, Thar the French King would by an Ambiguous 
Declaration allure his Subjeds into his Kingdom, and ſtood already upon 
rheir own Defence againſt ir. Burt they were not put” ro any” Trouble” to 
ayvid that Snare ; For the Council of Perſecution rhoughr ir more convent- 
ent, to ler his Deſigns be laid wholly open : This was done by a new De- 
claration of.War Publiſh'd in Paris, ſome weeks after the Ratification with 
England,. Holland and Spain : For ſo one may call the Pyramidal Firework 
erccted in. Greve. for the Peace, .Novemb, 16.” 1697. Thete were Four Fronts 
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oh the Body, and.2$ thany on'the'Pelteſtal of the Obelick. All theſe Fromes 
were filled with lofty and magnificent Tnſcriptions; which we ace concerned 
it Bur thete was one of them defigned chiefly againſt us, and "which we 
muſt here Examine: Upon one of the Four Fronts of the char Pedeſtal, was 
repreſented an Hhdra, with all her Heads cur off, and this Motto,” Audendt 
(pes nulla ſuper, that is, There is no more Hope, nor Help left her : And to the 
cnd the Aftront Thould be the more Conſpicuous, and without Riddle expo« 
ſd to the view of all Europe, they tgok care tg give it this Explanation ; 
Fidelity's Deviſe, ſay they, being ax 4iyadra, the Emblem of Herefie, with all her 
Fleads lopped off, there is no more hope, nor help left her. And in the Explica- 
riot. of the Daſign, which they have publh'd, they ſay, Fidelity is the 
. Daughter of Religion, as Rebelliqn is conſtantly the miſchievous Produit of Herehe. 

The Tempry of the Calamities ſh: hath hrothe on France, will pive .orcaſron-to 
Bleſs for reer rhe Reign of Lewis.the Great, who by his Wiſdow hath eternally ba- 
ſb'8out of his Dominions, this Dangerous Enemy of the Loyalty and Piety of the 
rench Nation. The Jeſuit who was Author of this curious piece of Fancy, 
applauded himſelf for it, as much ar leaſt as he did for his laſcription on the 
Pyramid ergcd g or 10 ycarsagoin the ſame place,and for the-like Ceremony ; 
245.-Thatwas a.Temple Built to the Honour of the Deity of Lewis the 
Great, Numini Ludovici Mazni, Gt. Templun. "Bit the Devour Poaple rapk 
flegce At jt, fo thar Tie pe rho himf&lf obliged' ro make an AS 
ogy for it. This hath been noberter reltifd%byGaod Men, and 1ye'kmbiy 
tor. certain, thar were'nor their Mouths ftopt by feat, they' would ery" out 


Mn ſuch Extravagancies. nerBonraber ich = CERT 
his Man by, pretending to Tepreſenr the” Reformed' Rokigion in Uictte, 


W: rcally drawn the image of his own Society, *Whichis indeed an Fijdry 
if ever there was oy 


ever there was any, come out of 'Hell ro War 2gazmift'the Sainrs. ' The 
Beaſt of the Revelation afcending up our of the Bortomkkſ3-Pir, is in mary 
ReſpeRs very like the Infernal ZHa72 iſſued out” of the! Poers Fancy: She 
hath Seven Heads, and Ten Horns; in the laſt Age, God cut off ſeveral af 
them,. but that Society which her {elf rhe Soriety of Feſus, hach made them 
ipring; p again, In this hideous Repreſentation, the Jeſuirc hath diſcoveret 
he Gems of his Set, which is Calutnmy, Lying, Rage, and all the Wicked 
Delighs of Popery are lively delineated there.  'This 1s ſuch 'an Abuſe as 
can neyer be Exaggerated too much, bur we ſhall only make fome few Re- 
mr pon... Mk bt oe 
.. Firſt, We deſire the Reader to obſerve, what-a pitch of Impudence a Je- 
ſuit. may come to, when he finds himſelf Countenanced; the Proteſtant 
Princes and the Moſt Chriſtian King are by the Peace made Friends 'apain, 
and og this occaſion he-ſhould at'leaſt have fltewn them 'fome Reſpedt; and 
in ſo doing, 'he had nor in all probabiliry Deviared fromhis King$-renti- 
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Fidelity 


were hax's willing to be their [Heads : Aud'rhey are the, Hygr "I Heads 59- 
preſoned by the Author as cur off. bythe Paace thar'the King bazl: lazely 


procured: to: his People. - 1121 "44 TRE HTS $9971 8 e 01.24 15153: ROM 
| harps ge the United Frqovinees is counted very mild aud induls 
pear, but for all thar,'/they would not petfdie fuch an Aﬀion 25 this-fhawdd 


be pur upon a King, 'a-Frignd; and an-Allie.'. Afcer the Peace of Area, and 
che Ch agne of :the year:a667. they, made. a ſ{irit} kareb afrer' ans Ilogifr 
creet Fdlow who was accuſed of —— a to be Coined with the 
Figurs-of Gidzon: topping the Sun. . Whatithey found our we donor know; 
but *cis certain, Thac the Medal hath aacver appeared abroad fance, and ptr> 
haps there never was2ny ſuch, 3 oe YI IA of 
* This Jefuir,” beſides his Impudence, ſhews'in) rhis! Abuſe 2 grear; Sock of 
Raſhne(s-aad dndiſcrexion: Perhaps be was over-bally iv Calebratiog rhe: Fry 
neral, and making rhe. Epitaph of the Reformed Rebigiod:; 'We conid rally 
- prove by ſeveral Inſtances t.the good Fathers , and 'alk thoſe wha» are. lod 
by theiv Zealiand Example, that cheir Prophecies and+ V ifians 49 ngg' al 
ways prove true: Witneſs the Sede 4 Dextris of the Famiaus Anchen: fuk 
2- dexarvs meis' donec ponams 1nimicos tuos Scabellum pedrons tuwrium, ptr equi! inimir 
e063 twos, Confringam tos, nee convertar  dbutc deficiant ; © that is; vi -khott- 46: my 
right hand antill 1 make thiwe enemies thy fanftodl, Þ milk purſue them, 1 will defirep 
them, I will not giue over purſuing theme till they be quits aeffrajed, - Ti 1Was- 
Solemaly Sung in all-the Churches of Paris. They have! nos made for aboue 
theſe Ten years, any Specch,, Sermen,. Verſes, or Thankigivings, but Shop 
OR | OY ace 
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have-all along ſlippoſed, that Heaven was engaged to Reſtore King James 
wupon-the Accotint 6f King: Lzwis XIV, his Piety, - who rook up Arms: to 
Vinidicate this'Prince's Quarrel,” thus: diſpoſſeſſed: of his Throne, and" puniſh 
the'Uſufper of it. They did: nor Diſcourſe about rhe Event as-a thing/du» 
bions.” - In the mean time Fameswas-ſtill at Sr. Germains, and Wilian Tri> 
umphing in Londoy OO 173 #: P LIU 

-* Every \Body will be convinced;'-that there is nothing more improperly, ag 
plied than this Compariſon ; Since King William hath been- all along alive; 
and Cvir's Herefic is dead and utterly deſtroyed in-France. ' But:they would 
do well to remember, that Sick-People do*frequently Recover.of 'the moſt 
dangerous Diſtemperr, The Death'of King William was ſome years: ago ber 
lieved at Paris, with mors Confidence than that: of Calviniſm is'now; And 
how-many extravagant Fooleries were-commirted upon that Suppoſition every 
body-knows ; but fome- weeks after, they gort.nothing elſe but Shame' and 
Cotifufion by it. © We have ſome' ground ro- Hope, rhat the maghificent Pro- 
tmiſes of the Fathers of the Society will prove ineffectual: VVe ſte young 
People often ger out of apparent Dangers ; And this: Religion, as, young 
and/new as it is, may” yet very well be Cured of this violent Diſcaſe. ;|- There 
are many Heads' yet behind on:'this ZHdra to'be-cut:off; more:than.a Mil- 
liot-of People muſt -be-pur ro-Death.. And: we do.-not believe, That ithe 
Moſt Chriſtian King's Wiſdom and Humanity will ever allow! fuch |Exocu- 
tions. They make him in this Pyramid, hold a Diſcourſe. not;.gguch;be- 
coming the Grandſon of Henry IV. ' Withour-the: help, of 'tliis Z#dydra! berefi 
atthis'day of all her Heads, the Glory of Extirpating ,Hereſie: bad contis 
nued itithe Houſe 'of Guiſe, and never come rothar:of Boxrbons; 1th} - | 
-Dje'word more abour the Injury the Jeſuiſt;:does -us/ in/:that Emblem. 
'Tis'indeed a great peice of Indiſcretion in him to force us to Recriminate. 
The Hercfie of [Calvin and Lnther'is the. Root of Rebellion. Rebellion,  (aith 
he, Is the Produt# of Herefie : But what is Popery, {:pray, and what hath ir 
breivall along? Would-cheſe Gentlemen have us to expoſe to, their, view at 
every turn, the Aſſaſſinations commirted ar the Inſtigation of the Devour 
4tid-Cathelick Cabal, upon King 'Zenry II. and: Henry: IV. upon: Willians 
Brici&s of 'Oraype,/ and many other grear Perſons, .upon icore of theit being 
eitliv&Herericks, or not Zealous enough, to the liking of the Holy Society ? 
Who carrRead without Horrour rhe Hiſtory of England for theſe Ten years 
paſt: When we ſee Murtherers upon: Murtherers;and.Heads cut off ſtill grow- 
in*up again, atidſapplied by new Afſaſlinatesof every Nation. / Thele are 
not.only Engliſh Facobites, bur French-Men alſo, {ent into the: Camp. upon 
chart Service, ſuch as Gran#val, Dumont, and ſuch like Monſters. - There are 
; @tThis very-rime, lying in our Goals, Murtherers, who arc no Engliſh Men, 
Who are ſo far from loving King:Fames , that on the contrary they perfetly 
S451 ” deſpite 
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deſpiſe arid hate him z' and who for the Catholick Gang's Sake had devoted 
themſelves to Murder this:/Prince, with whom they are reſolved never to be 
at Peace. There is matter enough to write: whole. Books upon this Subject, 
therefore' we will lay it;alide. I will only fay this, in behalf of theſe poor 
Reformed, whom they diſguiſe in the ſhape of Monſters, the better to re- 
preſent their Cruelry and: Rebellion, that Thanks be to God, they have not 
-done any thing in the laſt War thar looks like a Treaſonable Attempr. 

They are not very much obliged to them for it, will the Jeſuit our Ad- 
verſary ſay, they were well enough-aſſured, that all their Endeayours had 
been to no purpoſe: But who does not know, that Revenge is Sweet to thoſe 
whoſe Patience is tired out, and are not reſtrained from it by the Fear of 
God 2: The good Catholicks and Bigots. of the Society would have pur all, 
and the Towns of: Fraxce too, to Fire and Sword, had they been Perſecured 
and Tortured, as Cruelly as we have been. The Holy Catholick Church 
under the-condu@ of Garnet and 0/dcorn, rwo Engliſh Martyrs after the Je- 
ſuitical Faſhion, had in the time of King James I. contrived the Gun- Powder 
Treaſon, -im order to Blow'up at once, the King, all the Royal Family, and 
whole Nation; but they were not dealt with fo fevercly as they do now 
with us. | 

It did not lie in our-power to be ſhorter in complaining of ſo Notorious 
an Affront. . Had the Jeſuit acted as a private Man, we thould have taken 
no' notice of him; for this: is the way and: practice of his Society. Bur this 
4s an Injury ſupported by publick Authority, and a piece of Baleneſs atren- 
ded with all the Evidences of Approbation. *'Tis a great inſtance of Cru- 
elty to perſccute the Unfortunate even ro the Scatfold. Comforters are 
granted even to Malefactors, and 'tis not lawful for any to Revile them ar 


the very place of Execution ; But theſe Men, even whilſt they are putting 


us on the Crols, add to our Torments the moſt terrible Abuſes. Well then! 
Ir ſeems we are appointed ro Die, our Heads muſt be taken off withour 
Hope of Redemption. However, let them give us leave to Die with our 
Innocence abour us ;. This is a Refining upon the implacable Revenge of 
-the Iralian.,, who finds out a way to kill both the Body and Soul of his 
.Enemy*; They do intend with .the ſame ſtroke ro Bereaye us at once both 
of our. Honour and our Life. 

I deſire you, Dear ' Brethren, to obſerve, That God's: Providence hath 


*over-ruled 1n this Caſe, in-order to Camfort thoſe that are concerned in ir, 


by the conſideration. of a wonderful Reſemblance of ours with our Savi- 


 our's Sufferings. ; You are. lifred up' on a ſhameful Pyramid, as your Lord 


Teſus was on a Curſed Crofs.. His Puniſhment was the, Work of the Scribes 


.and Phariſees, who (at.on the Chair of Moſes. ..X our:Diſgrace is expoled to 


-the view; of all, þy- thele Wretches, wicked. and:1gnorant Bigots, who call 
$09 | D them- 


PF. Yo ihe. 
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themſelves the Maſters of Chriſt's Chair. Feſws is Crucified oh [Mau Cal> 
wary, and expoſed Naked to the Sight of . all, as. a Rebel to his Sovereign, 
as an Impoſtor making himſelf rhe 'Son' of God, that. he might beoortic a 
King, and pacheripg People together: to intice them from their Allegiance 
to. Ceſar, and they put over his Head an Infcciption, fignifying all char'; Aisg 
of the Fews ; that is, who had a mitid to be ts, and/lmd moved rhe Subjects 
of the Empire to Rebellion : And as for you Poor and' Faithful Members 
of Chrilt, you are Crucifted in Greve on the Pyramid, as Hereticks, Rebels, 
Impoſtors, and Diſturbers of the. publick Tranquility, and Encnies co your 
Kings : The Figures and Words of the Emblem, - are the 'Tirle of your 
Crols. «Who p30 $M 2) BD / 
Another likeneſs of yours with Chrift, and his Members, - is this : The 
Ancient Tyrants put Skins of Lions, 'Tygers, and other Wild Beafts, on 
the Primitive Martyrs, to render them thereby-more Odious to the People. 
But now a-days, Wild Beaſts are not horrid enough in the Eyes: of your 


' Adverfaries ; They fetch our of Hell, a Monſter with a Hundred Heads to 


Cloth you with all. Nevertheleſs, Ler us take Comfort, My Dear Brethren, 
God hath betrer Notions, both of .us, and our Holy -Religion, than they 
will have the world to conceive; and our Enemies have juſt cauſe ro fear, 
that God judges of them as they wonld: have others: ro think of you, and 
will at the laſt day deal with them as Blood-Thirſty Fygers : That will be 
the day of our Triumph, but it will alſo be a 'day of Retribution. The 
Princes-of Perf being jealous of the favour Daxicl was in; got "Surrepriti- 
oully from the King's Goodnelſs,. unjuſt Decrees againſt him. Dartel is in- 
decd caſt into the. Den of Lions,bur refpefted by them, and in the'morning 
comes ſafe and {ound out of it; and his Accufers are caſt into-it, and: the 
Lions brake all their Bones in pieccs before eyer rhey came at the: bottom of 
the Den, and Eat them up: So you will get our of your Anguiſhes, and 
your Lite thall be: unto you as a Prey 3 and your Perſecurors- ſhall go into 
a Pir full of Lions, chat is, Devouring Devils. We do not wiſh them: this 
dreadful Calamity ; on the contrary, we do-pray unto God for their Salva- 
tion. and Converſion, and ſay, Father forgive them, for they don't know what 
they do, Grant them, . O God, true Repentance, whereby rhey may ſay, 
Men and Brethren, What ſhall we do to Expiate. the Sin of having Crucifted the 
Lord of Glory. Bur let us finiſh the PiQture of our Miſeries. 

Aiter fo terrible a Declaration of renewing the War againſt us, as that of 
the Pyramid of Greve, we could expect from thence nothing elſe but the moſt 
Barbarous Hoſtiliries. The Firſt of that Kind, which appeared, was the 
King's Declaration prohibiting his Subjects to. ſertle themſelves in Orange, 
and Exerciſe there the pretended Reformed Religion : This bears date Ne+ 
vember 2 3. and the Pyramid November 16. there is betwixt theſe two dates 

bur 


_ 
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buc: ſeven 'days: diflerence, they: had |\no- mind to allow the Reformed. agy 
rune > :breach, or conceive any hope, This Declaration. was, back'd by 
another: dated the 23th of Faxvery. following, which 'explains,' or aanuls 
rather, an 'Article of the! faregoing Deglaration, whereby. it was lawful for 
che | Kings Subjects togo/to Orange, and ſojourn there upon the account of 
Trading. . . The Bigots: faw. ycry, well, 25 they luppoled, -that the new Conz 
verts would make a very ill uſe of that Clauſe, and ofien-pretend a great deat 
of Buſineſs ih that Town, and therefore they choughr-fie co. Enacl, Lhat 
the new Converts ſhould 'not go. and. Trade-at Orange,. wizhourt.caking oy 

a Licenſa. and .a Paſs from: the Goycrnors of their reſpeRtive Abodes, an 

approved of.'by the Commanders of the Towns in the. Ngighbourhood of 
Orange, that -is, they, -put:them upon an; impoſlibility. , The Penalcy..to. be 
inflicted :an- thoke whs contrary to the prohibition would preſume to, go thi- 
ther, :cither-to hear Sermons, or performs any Religious, Exerciſe wharſdever, 
is Death z.and on. thoſ&-who,ſhould, rake nq, Pals, i be,ſenr forrhwich to 
the Galleys for Life if Men, ang Five years Pyilon, and; Three chouland Livres 
Fine, if: Woinen.: Thers:.8re ome ; Parciculars in this, way, of Proceeding 
worthy qun- Attention, or 2t leaſt; fore. Glances bythe way, The Paia of 
of Death pronounced again{k;the New Converts, . who, going to Orange under 
prerence of Trading, ſhoyld athift at any, Congregation, of. the Inhabitants af 
that Place, -is. one of ghee . Particulars; and it 1s fuch as perhaps the like 
could nar''be found in:all che Hiſtories, boch of Pegſecurors and Perſecutt- 
ons. *Tis:: an horrid thing | for[ oag t9gxiend his Aurhogity on the Con- | 
ſcience 1o..far as the Domigipys of -other:Sovereigns ; it was generally be- 
lieved that a Criminal had;nathing ell$ $0. dq,to ger a fanftuary, bur to re- 
move into Foreign Territories. A Rivulet fecures an unfortunate Wretch, 
nay a Particide ; The: Mercileſs Creditors - of his, and 'the Avengers of 
Blood have-no more 2uthoricy. to proſecure, him, becaule he is fled into ano- 
ther. Juriſdiftion ; bur the Grime of 'Calvinilm is of fo high a nacure,. that 
mothing  can.-protect it againlt puniſhment. We ſhould be amazed ar ir, 
had we nor ſeen the French. King's Conſuls and Envoys at Zishon, the Scar 
of the Inquiſition ; at Swyr2s and Conſtantinople, which are inhabited by 
Turks and: Infidels, enjoined. to prolecute, drive away, and ruine all the 
French Merchants of the Proteſtant Religion. This kind of Zeal was never 
{cen before. . Our Aſtoniſhment would not. perhaps be ſo great, had rhis 
Prohibition been enforced by a Puniſhment leſſer than the W heel and Gib- 
ber, But this is certain, that all Ezrop: ſtood amazed ar that Clauſe. | 
\ ?Fjs cafe to diſcern, that both Declarations have a double end ; Firlt, To 
deprive the new Converts of the Means of recciving any Comfart or In- 
ſtrution ;; And Secondly, To ruine the poor Inhabitants of Orarge, the ſad 


Remains of a Barbarous Perlecution. Since they were nor diſpatched by the 
D 2 Blows 
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Blows of the Dragoons, who forted them to Mafs, -their Puniſhment now' 
muſt be ro: Starve, by being bebarred of all Commerce with their Neigh- 
bours. ''This is ſufficient to undeceive thoſe who believe the King of Eng- 
land Soveraign - of Orange hath not done what he: could to break off the 
Yoke of the Reformed in France, he who could not continue:Maſter in his 
own Dominions, would have had much ado to 'make himſclf Maſter in the 
erritories of ſuch'a' Neighbour. - - - | 
'" Krre is another Particular ; Th? Zzal, make 'they King Lewis the XIV 
ſay, we have conſtantly had for the only and true Religion, having excited in us 
the defire of ſuppreſſine Hereſy. This is a new way of Expreſling ones ſelf, in 
all the Declarations and Decrees formerly publiſhed againſt'us, they were 
pleaſed to deſign us by the Name of R. P. R. that is, Pretended Reformed 
Religion ; bur now this Religion is improved to an Hereſie, even in the De- 
clarations ſer out againſt the Proteſtant Princes, to whom they ſhould be 
more Civil than-they are to Subjets. The- Declaration is iſſued out under 
whar- Title ſoever you- pleaſe, bur really and defa#o againſt the Sovereign 
of Oranee, who is not at all ſubject 'to the French King They make no 
ſcruple to- declare him an Heretick, and his Religion a Herefiez) both ar 
"Keme, and whereſoever the Bull of Cena Domini is'publiſh'd ; ' and in France, 
where the Deciſions of the Council of Conſtance, one whereof is, . That. no 
Faith is to be kept with Hereticks, are {ſo much reverenced, any. body may 
eaſily underſtand the Conſequences: of ſuch a Declaration, in reſpe& to the 
King of England ; but 'tis very well for this Prince, that he is not liable to 
the Inquiſition, and God hath put him in a Capacity of being'able to deal 
well enough with all thoſe who will not perform what they. have: promiſed 
to him. Ht 
Here is another, Clauſe at which Judicious Men have been mightily ſur- 
priſed ; As all our Defires had no other Aim, but the Glory of God, and the main= 
"tiining of his Charch, he has teen pleaſ d to bleſs them hitherto:with all the” ſuc- 
"ceſs "we ceuld wiſh ; and we were extreamly Pleaſed to ſee, that even the greateſt 
part of theſe whoſe Converſion leokt the meſt ſuſpirieus, have acknowledged, and fin- 
c rely pref. ſſed the true Religion, but as there ſtill remains ſome, &c:'| Tis not a 
Matter ot great -Wonder to fee a King 1ying under 1o' grols'an Ignorance, 
ſince they have raiſed ſo many Rampiers, and Bulwarks about him, on 
urpoſe ro hinder thereby all rhe Truths of De jure and De fatto, all the In- 
itructions, Complaints, Grievances, and all the Objects capable of con- 
veying Light into the Mind, and Equity into the Heart, from having ac- 
cels unto him ; but one cannot forbear being aftonithed at the boldneſs of 
thoſe who impoſe upon thar Prince's Credulity, it is ſo far from. being true, 
that the moſt part of the Reformed are termed Papifts ona fde, that on, the 
contrary the number of thoſe who haye Þtcen miſled; and continue in the 


Romiſh 
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Romiſh Religion, by ſome; ſlender degree of: perſuaſion, is ſo ſmall, that. 
not one in a hundred, and perhaps in.a thouſand, could be found. There 
are ſome Women, and young Girles, who although of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, were filled with a fort of a Whimſical and Blind Devotion, procecd= 
ing rather from the weakneſs of their, Underſtanding, than: the tenderneſs 
of their Conſciences : Theſe poor Creatures have let themſelves be deceived 
by the Pompous outſide of. the, Romiſh Religion, and by the ſhews of Picty 
which are to be ſeen chiefly in Nunnerics ;., but theſe being excepted, we can 
aſſure you, that all Wiſe, Ingenuous, and Judicious Men, arc ſtill of rhe 
ſame Opinion ; only that their averſion againſt Popery is. mightily, increal- 
ed, ſince the time they ſee it under the Garb, of the Dragon. If there are 
no Proteſtants left, but a few. gbſtinate People, why then is ſo much, cars 
taken before-hand againſt ſo:{mall a number 2 Why rchen did ſo many 
Frenchmen ſay both in Holland and Paris, .that.if ſome. Courſe or other was 
not taken about it, all the Countrey of Orange would become a Town as 
big as the Principality it ſelf > Why have; the, Neighbouring People of, O- 
range. been ſo gafily perſuaded, that Popery was the true Religion, and the 
Inhabitants of thar Place. bewitched with, ſuch an unbelief, as to hold out 
for the ſpace of 10 or 12 ,years againſt; auy Inſtruction and Perlecurion 
whatſoever, in ſo much as they returned as; ſoon as pollibly they could go 
the Reformed Religion 2 The . Biſhop of Orange and his Clergy are. indeed 
Bunglers, in Compariſon with the Biſhops - x Meath and N:ſmes, &c, 
who made ſo many ſincere Converts > One mult contels that luch overl 
afford thoſe who offer Perſecution ſome little. ſatisfaction, and a'kind of re- 
venge. If it, be fo, that the number of ſtubborn People be ſo Me 4oiF 
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able, ro what purpoſe then do they take {o great a care to ſhut up the Gates 
of the Kingdom? Why then do they ſee. yet Four or five thouland of ths 
Reformed at once meeting in one ſingle Precin& of it? © ©; 5, 
It were to be wiſhed, , that, the Moſt Chriſtian.King would get better ige 
formation in this Matter, for.then he would nat ſuffer himlglt ro be To £6 
oled as he is in this Declaration, and in that of February. the. rorh, the 
Title whereof is this :. The Kings Declaration giving. leave to theſe who are-gone 
out of the Kingdom contrary to. his Majeſties Command, to returu within fix menths, 


TH Condition of Profeſſing and Exerciſing. the, Religion of the Catholich, _Hpo- 


olick. and Roman Church ; wherein they ſer forth, that ;4. great number of 
thoſe who were ſo nnhappy as to be gone into Foreign Dominjons, Ts 4 tele 
all the prohibition to the comrary, have defired to return into their onn Country to 
profeſs the C. A. R. R. and, that, we out of our. accuſtomed Goodneſs. jo all.qur Subs 


jetts, have granted them particular Licenſes. ſo ta, do, and have- been alſo graci- 


ouſly pleaſed to grant a general. one to all others who .defire the favour. What 


Equity can one expect, I pray, froma Council who hath. cicher ſo bad In- 


tclligence, 
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eligence, or fo lirtle Fidelity > They make- the King bolieye-and ay, £ 
2reat number of thoſe who deparred the Kingdom for the ſake of Religion; 

efire'to retutn” to, Maſs] than which -nothing, was ever more falſe, with xe 
ſpect to his Majeſty -be*ir fpoken, into whote' Mouth thole Impoſtors have 
pur theſe Words. ' 'True jt is,' thar thoſe who are called Refugees, did en 
caryour to get Liberty to "return into France; and withdraw their Effects 
ot thence ; bur 'tis not true, that they have declared, and let the Court 
know," that rhey had a mind to: come back' again into thar Kingdom, in 
order” to profeſs: the Romiſh'Retigion ; on the contrary, they look on this 
Catumny as the moſt” Barbaroys Perſecution they can inflict on them in the 
Countreys whetein they enjoy a perfect Security; This is'to/make-them t6 
be eftcemed in the Eyes of th World, as Vile Wretches, without Religi- 
on,” Conſcience, and Honoyr,” who are willing to {acrifice--all the Truths 
hey profeſs, and þerray their own Conſciencesfor the fake of a licele In« 
tereſt. I fay a little Intereſt; for they do nor promiſe them-fo much as the 
Reſtitution of their Goods and Eſtates, which were forfeited, 'and adjudged 
£0 their Relations ; To whar ed then ſhould' they return into France 2 T0 
Narvye there, and not enjoy fo much as what is neceſlary'tb lay*their Con» 
ſtiences aſleep, "after they have given them ſuch Mortal Wounds: We know 
all 'thofe who'haye defired the'Embafladors Paſſes to teturn home, bur the 
timber of them"is inconſiderable, and there was not any among: them dip- 
ftiifed and diſfingniſh'd by any Title or Merit; they are for the moſt parc 
youyg” People of Looſe and" Scandalous Lives. -We'wert litely told of a 
Yu per Brothet” of 'a good: Family near Zorary, who is gone thirher, but 
this cample is. ſo extraordinary, that 1 do not know whether they can find 
oi the like, agd Were it followed with many more; as the Declaration ſup- 
poſes,” tlicy would nor have raken ſo much'notice of it. a 


_ All theſe Declarations were bur the Preliminaries and Skirmilhes ro the 
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reateſt: Aſſault thar ever Perſecution ſtormed us/ with: 'Tis rrue they did 
not 'interniit their Hoſtilities,' but commirted them in the 'moſt bloody 
Mannereven during the Treaty of Peace : Witneſs thoſe who were Hang'd 
At. Poiticts, and' St. Maixant, though accuſed 'of no other Crime but of 
ms. Ros againſt the Commands of rhe Court. Bnt they were all 
"Willing to flatter-themſelves, and believe theſe were the laſt Acts of 
che Tragedy, and now they fee that theſe Paniſhments had no other end, 
but to undeceive us of our vain hopes, as they termed them. The Peace 
Was not yer made with the German Price, the greateſt part of which are 
Proteſtants, when : they began afreſh, and in good carneft the fatal War a- 
gainſ the Reformed Religion. From whence it appears that the French 

2urt hath no regard 'to the Proteſtant Princes of Germazy, and ſtands in 
fear of. no body elſe bur of England and Holland; the hath kepr a kind of 
a Truce 
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Trace ' witch: the: Reformed -tilþ 'the Ratification of Peace: with theſT-rwer 
Ppwers ; but. no. ſooner 'was the ſecured.on, that-fido, bur the took no-fur- 
ther notice of the Sollicitations, Demands, Memoirs, and Diſcoritents'of 
all the Germans upon. the. Point-of Religion; Witneſs the' Articles. contern- 
ing the re-eſtablidiment bf Religion in the geftored Countreys, which-ihe 
would not itt the leaſt conſent; unts. My 0 Rs 
The Treaty with the Empire 'was:; not yet Sizned,- much lels Ratified,, 
but Orders were fent into. all-Dioceles, t6:make a new Vilit to all the-New 
Converts, and eſpecially to. thoſe' who did-nvt (as they term it) do-their 
Duty. Accordingly they went from Houſ&tob Houle, in-order to have then 
declare what they intended to do for the future; The molt- of them did 
Courageoully profeſs, they were reſolved: never to go to Mals:any more.. 
[The Perſecutors: were- extreamly enraged--at.\that Antwer, and: refolyedite- 
trie the Patience of the Refotmed ro rhe utrermolt, and in order therere- 
they ſent, them-to Priſons; renewed tlie Prohibitions formerly made againſt 
-going out of the-Kingdom, and gave publick notice-in all the Seapotts, that 
af any Maſter of a Ship fhould preſume to receive any Fugitive of ours, 
he ſhould: be: puniſhed: with the lofs of his Ships; Goods, Liberty, and-Life, 
of what Nation focver, Engliſh, Dutch, Dane, Swedes, Dautzickets, and: 
be dealt with without Mercy. They ſent rtiterazed and firict Orders to-all 
the Governors of the Frontiers to keep the; Paſles wich the urmoſt diligence, 
under ſevere Penalties to be inflicted on thale Officers: whe thould neg}et 
their Duty herein. A Decree was publiſhed-in Montpelber,- enjoining: alt: 
Perſons whatſoever immediately to give in the Names of theRefornied who- 
cither were already, or ſhould hereafter come from Foreign- Countreys,. it 
order to have them ſeized and conſtrained to abjure their Religion. - 16 we: 
add to this whac we have before-mentioned concerning. the Declarations 
publiſhed, and precautions uſed to hinder the Reformed of Langwedet from 
going to Orange, on purpoſe to receive: any Comfort. and-Inſiruction theee,. 
. we muſt confeſs thar Meaſures were never better taken 1nithe Council: dE 
Hell, nor Prudcnce more ovyerſtretched, and: puſh'd on to- damn People ttt- 
failibly, than theſe are, You thall go to. Maſs, you ſhall Adore 4 picee: of 
Bread, you ſay you believe it ro. be an Idol, 'tis no matter,- you mutt for- 
all that Adore; bur I ſhall be, damn'd in ſo doing, tis 110+ matter,. that:1s:3c 
we deſire ; and tothe end you ſhall be fo, you ſhall find SIONS 
to. make your. eſcape ; You: ſhall be ſtript of ail you-have;. and. diſpatched: 
out of the way by all kinds of Miſery, *ris- true your Death: will-be more: 
lingering, bur then *cwill be attended with deſpair, and:this is what we waſh: 
. for, becauſe you: will thereby. be more certainly Damned. ..It is. to-be.feared. 
that thoſe who find ſuch ſure ways of Damning Men; may al[d-tind as ure a 
way to go to Hell themſelyes. In this caſe *tis nor one: blind-Man:leading; 
ano» 
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another, but a Blind Man dragging one that is clear ſighted into the ſame 
Pit :' If either of them eſcapes, ſurely ir will not be he that forceth, but he 
who ſuffers force. z e212 | . | 

Having thus ſhut all the Gates upon theſe Wretches, they have drawn 
the Sword, let looſe the Hounds upon , them, and ſet up the Standard of 
Perſecution againſt them. Ir is impoſſible for us to relate all particulars, 
as being too numerous : The publick News inform us of ſome of them, 
and thoſe Eye-witneſſes who come every day to us, confirm them, and the 
reſt are to be ſeen in private Letters, which are no Myſtery to any Body, 
and whereof they give Faithful Copies, and Communicate them to the Su- 
preme Powers, that they may ſee what regard is given to their Interceſſion. 
The Provinces of Poitou, Guienna, and Languedoc, as the molt populous, are 
aſſaulted with greateſt Violence. A Decree was publith'd in thoſe Pro- 
vinces, enjoining Fathers and Mothers to have their Children Bapriz'd at 
Maſs, within 24 hours, upon pain of forfeiring Fiye hundred Livres. For- - 
metly they were contented to take away Children one after another,but now 
they ſweep them away as it were with a Net, 20 or 3o at once, and ſhut 
them up into Monaſteries as they have at Bowrdeaux. The Biſhop of Luſ- 
ſon in Poitou, ordereth, not only Boys, bur all the Girls and Women, from 
five to forty years of Age, to be'taken away-by force, and after that to be 
confined and inſtructed. Upon the New Converts, who do not take their 
Children along 'with them ro Mals, they have ſet Fines of 25 Livres for 
the firſt time, more for the ſecond, and ſo on, to a Bodily Puniſhment. 
They have lodged Garifons in all Houſes to levy by force theſe Fines. 
There are ſome wherein they have Quartered x5 or 20 Soldiers, and allow*d 
them 5 Groats per head a day ; and ſo thele poor People arc ruined both 


in Body and Eſtate. They have banith'd at Rochelles very many of the Chief 
_ -'Inhabitants, and alſo of the Officers in the Admiralty, and Mint, becauſe 


they refuſed to go to Maſs ; and removed them into remote Priſons. the 


-berter to deprive them of the Comfort, which the Neighbourhood of their 


"Relations and Friends might miniſter ro them. 


- Baville, both Intendant and Tyrant of Languedoc, ſtrives to have in Hi- 
 Nory a diſtinguiſh'd place among the molt Barbarous Miniſters of the Perſe- 


'curion of Nero and Diocl:ftan : One may ſay, That now his Heart {wims in 
Joy, as well as in Blood. *Tis impoſlible to relate the Maſſacres he hath 
commirred ſince the year 1685. in Cavernes, Yivarets, and other Diviſions 
-of Lanewedor, He is Ingenious to .contrive the firteſt ways ro Torment the 
Innocent, with the moſt horrid Racks and Imprifonments. The Courr ſeemed 
to have curb'd him for' a: while ; bur now he-has all the Authority poſſible ro 
-praQice his Cruelty to'the full : He.diſcharges his Commiſſion extremely 
well, and by his innumerable .Proſcriptions hath reduced that Country ro 
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lo fad a Condition as cannot be expreſſed. He cauſed one Duplan, a young 
Man, and the laſt of Three Brethren whom he had before ſent ro the Gal- 
lows, to be Hanged, for Comforting his Brethren, as he was moved by the 
Holy Spirit. A Nephew. and Fellow-Traveller of this Martyr was {ciſed 
upon with him, and Sentenced to the Gallies ; who therefore complains thac 
he was not. thought worthy, as well as his Uncle, to Die for the Name of 
ju Chriſt ; bur he will ſoon have occaſion enough to be ſatisfied ; for they 
end him into a place, where they will make him ſuffer a thouſand Deaths 
inſtead of one, and he will every day have opportunity to Glorifie his Sa- 
viour by his new Sufferings. E 

They have planted Gariſons both of. Soidiers, and the Militia, in every 
Dioceſs. Theſe Soldiers Levy the Fines, and under that colour take away 
whatſoever they find, which you may think amounts ro much more than 
the Fines themſelves. Where «they cannot get Buyers for theſe plundered 
Goods, they let them have Fa in their Houſes, where they ule 
their urmoſt fury upon both Perſons and Goods. They let looſe the Reins 


' to the Rage of theſe Murderers, who may, if they pleaſe, Kill a Proteſtant, 


or Maim him in any of his Limbs, as Arms, Thigh, Head, without being 
inquired afcer : If they make their Complaints, they will not ſo much as 
hear the Plaintifft, Children are dragged into Churches, and theſe 
Babes do cry and lament art the foot of their Prophane Altars, ſo birterly, 
as to Rent the moſt obdurate Heart : Bur. for all that, they are ſoundly 
beaten in the preſence of that God they will have them Adore. Caftres, 
and many other Towns are almoſt depopulated of the. Reformed, every 
Body hatch beraken himſelf co flight, and forſook his own Houſe in order 
to avoid theſe Outrages. But the Perlecutor hath begun ro make uſe in 
Avennes of a way, whereby the flight of theſe poor perſecuted Creatures, 
will be hereafter rendred uſeleſs. Although the Perſecution is very fierce, 
the Faithful for all that do not give over Meeting together, and Wor 
ſhipping God in Woods and Caves, as they uſed to do in the Primitive Ages 
of Chriſtianiry : As many as can be ſeized on, are deſigned either for the 
Gallows or Gallies. Bur if they were all ſent to Priſon, to be put roDeath, 
they would make ſuch a ſlaughter of them, as the very thought of it ter- 
rities the Perſecurors themſelves. Therefore they have thought it more con- 
venient to Decimate theſe poor Martyrs, either to Death or the Gallies, and 
next to Condemn the others to wander in the Foreſts, and live among 
Wolves and Wild Beaſts. The accuicd are not only forbidden going into 
their reſpeAtive Houſes, bur they prohibir alſo, any private Perſon, or Cor- 
poration whatſoever, to give them any Shelter, Victuals, or Apparel. And 
{0 you ſee _ thouſands, even Noble Women and Virgins, without any 
help, and periſhing in the greateſt Miſery imaginable. This new .kind of 
DR E "= Crueity 
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>melty :is- perhaps without a Parallel in Hiſto#p. © But-if theſs happy 
yr = Niven mito the. Company of Savage Beaſts, we' kn 24 
ro; hope they will-tind: more Humanity among' them than'#hiongTheir-own 
Countrymen. It is ; very obſervable; - that theſe new Perſceutions/arc uſed 
en purpoſe to inſult che Proteſtant Powers, for: the-Execurioners'bF- rheſe 
Qurrages. uſe to, ſpeak to our People thus; Tow ſte now, how fuch-an'one hath 
dclivered' you ; This. is the fruit of your” fine hopes. And/ who queſtions, but 
thar they have upon this very ſcote inercaled the Perſecution, at the ſame 
time : the Miniſters of the Proteftant Princes arrived at-the French Courr'> 


They have taken away by force, before their Eyes, many Women and Vir- 


gins; and ſhut them 1zto. Nunneries. Till now they had kept ſome Deco- 
run in the-chief Ciry of the Realm, . where-alt the Embaſſadors and Mint- 


- fters of the Proteſtant Princes reſide ; but now they have no regard to ir, 


and: have carried away by violence more than three or fourſcore Perfons, on 

poſe to let the Reformed States know, that: they are not afraid of them. 
'Fhe Council of Perſecution hath- omitted nothing which could defeat the 
hopes of the Reformed in France, ' Whew they ſaw all the Endeavours aſed 
21 their bchalf before: the concluſion of the Negociations of ' Reſwick proved 
mefletual, they : hoped however that they might reap fome benefit by the 
Pectence of the Farcign Embaſladors in Pars ;*but 'the -Bigort Cabal to un- . 
deceive them once for all, ſuborned a faiſe Witneſs againſt one of the Chap- 
jajns. of :his Majeſty. of Great- Britain, to depole, that he had preached in a 
Citizen's Houſe, and thereupon the Lieutenant Civil, without any regard 
to the Right of Nations, ſummon'd, and ſent for the Chaplain by one of 
bis Officers: This: was an open Violation of: the Embaſſador's Priviledges, 
Ehey knew very well. he was a falſe Witneſs, who being tot able ro con- 
toll che Truth, did confeſs his Villany,. they begg'd Pardon for it ; but 
22 matter, 'the thing 4s done, and the intimation legally made, thart all 
thoſe who expected to receive any Conſolation by means of the Proteſtant 
Embailadors were mightily miſtaken. In this Relation all the Matter of 


| Fact is certain and notorious. We know very well, that the French Courc 


giwes its Miniſters Orders to charge this Publick Evidence with Falfhood ; 
but I:do not know, how they can give the Lie to the Pyramid, the Royal 
Declarations, the Decrees of the Intendants, and -to ſo many Eye-Wirneſles. 
as we have upon the re{peCtive Places. | | 
We cannot infilt any longer: on ſuch: {ad and doleful Particulars, and 
therefore we have bur juſt touched upon them, bur this ſhort glance is enough. 
for our purpoſe, to- {tir up the 'Compaſlion of all Proteſtants. Now the 
Compaibon we deſire, is not -ſuch as conſiſts in Words and Complaints, 
much. leſs in Expreſſions as evaporate only in Reproaches, and have noreal 


Effect : *Tis properly Aſliftance and.Relict we beg for the Aﬀicted Church, * 


and 
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arid - chat, not. for the French Church only, but? alſo far all the Proteſtan! 
Churches: of Ewrope, which, are now - more: fiercely jatack?d. than ever they 
have becn ſince the Reformation. No {qoner were they, boxn, but there was 
a Conſpiracy - to ſtiffle chem in the Gradle; and in order theretorthe, Anti- 
chriſtian; Rowe became every where a Boutefeu, increaſed-the Crueltics of 
the Inquifition, (er. up. Gibbets, kindled Fires in Spain, Germany, England, 
and France, many Rivers of Blood, and many horrid Maſlacres.in;{enca, 
and in the Netherlands, .under the Reigns of Francs 1. Hnry U, Charles }X 
and Henry TI. jall French Kings, and-of Philip II. King of Spain,. ln che 
beginaing of this Age the Proteſtant Church tound, fome:;protection; and 
enjoyed ſome eaſe, whereby ſhe recovered. ſtrength ; bur we mult,alfo-con- 
fels, that /ſhe degenerated. very much during the ctimg;of her tranquility ©: 
... God Almighty eherefore being juſtly provoked by onr Iniquities.andiCane 
tempt of his Truth, bath about the middle of this daft;Age raiſed up.three 
Princes, great Perſecutors of his Church; ,w4s. Leqpold Emperor of (Germany, 
and King of Hengaria, ob.cws the FAV; and James, the II, Thete:is' no 
queſtioa to be naade, but that the deſtruction of the -Proteſtane Church was 
xclolved. upon by rhele three Princes; -The.narural, and we may ay, icre> 
concilable, Enmicy betywaen 44ie. twa Families of, Freace: and Auſtria, is.no 
hindrance /to ſuch,an. Agreement. becauſe. Popery hah contrived a way for 
1tS: own: preſervation which: no otler:Rehpon cat haye; -and the Proteftants 
are wholly-deprived of, . rhax is, :the-Bilhap of Romn,;thoGenter of a Tem- 
ral Union 7 The {eyeral-and dillin@;parts united;to thar-Ctnterneed.nor 

old any, Carreſpondence:to, adjult cheir-Dcfigns; they arcyjoined to: com- 
mon Head, and. have nothing elle £6,do but; te folloay its Afotions;.everat 
that yery time; when they are che molt divided by, thee Temporal. httzrefts.: 
;. The .fimperor beggn, the Perſecution ;, He pur, the-Churche3:of; Zzgariz 
and Sileſia to incredible-Sufferings. The -Publick bath -ſeenxtlig Hiftogy-of 
thar Perſecution, and chiefly the: Relation of the Calamities of -thoſe1Glo» 
rious Confeſſors who were {cnt to the-Gallgeys of. Nupyes, and releaſed bythe 
means of che Dutch. Lewis the XIV. ammediately after the Pyrentan Tifcaty; 
formed. the Deſign of rooting the Proteſtant Religion our of his Dommi 
ons; This: Undertaking he durtlt not -atcempt during the Life of Cremwell 
who was -.indeed an Ulſurper, and a Parricide roo if you will;; but who fot 
all thaz -perfetiy underſiped, that rhe true Intere{t of England, and of: the 
Rulers of ir; conſiſted. in becoming, the Head and' Prozectors of: all the Pros 
teſtants in Europe : This was his Maſterpiece of Policy, whereby bc-kept-all 
Europe in awe. Aﬀter his Death Charles the I. was re-eſtabliſhed: an the 
Throne of his Anceſtors ; This Prince being Educated by a Popiſh Mother 
in Popiſh Courts, was in-his youth prepoſieſied againſt the Proteſtant Rei 
gion, and many Herelies increaled 1n his Reign. James the 11. fucceeded 
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him, 
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him, and it was chiefly between this Prince and the French King, that the 
Meaſures for the ruine of the Proteſtant Religion were concerted : No ſooner 
did the French Court ſee him on the Throne, bur ſhe reſolved to give the 
fatal Blow. K. Charles died in February, and K. Fames was at the ſame time 
roclaimed King. His Advancement to the Crown was more firmly Eſta» 
bliſh'd by the Death of the Duke of onmowh in England, and that of the 
Earl of Argyle in Scot/and. The Edi of Nantes was recall'd in O#ober the 
ſame year, and every body knows what hath been done fince. King James, 
though he was influenced by the ſame Jeſuirical Spirit which ſwayed in both 
Courts, could not however go on ſo faſt as Lews the XIV, and yet never- 
thele(s he had in three years time promoted his Religion more than Lews had 
in thirty five, when unexpectedly ir pleaſed God Almighty by a Revolution 
whieh ſurpriſed all Exrope, to advance William the II. ro the Throne of 
Expland, and by that means to make the greateſt part of the Deſigns of rhac 
Ancichriſtian- League to prove aborrive. 
Theſe: ſhort and curſory Obſervations have no other Aim, but to make 


the Proteſtant Princes ſenſible, that there is-a Plot on foot for their ruine. 


The laſt Treaty of Peace with the Emperor confirms this truth, for by a 
murtual Agreement with the Emperor's Plenipotentiarics my have inſerted 

prived of the 
Authority of regulating Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs in their own Dominions, which 
had .been' formerly granted them by the Peace of Paſſaw, and the Treaty of 
Oſnairuck, Nay they are conſtrained to tolerate the Publick Service of the 
Romiſh Religion in all the Countreys lately conquered, and-now reſtored 
by France. True it is, that theſe Proteftant Princes have oppoſed ir, but 
their Oppoſitions are but bare Proteſtations, which will always prove in- 
ſiznificant, if not ſupported by other Means more effeual. The Popiſh 
League will every day get ſtrength, and the Proteſtant Party decline, now 
in one place, new in anorher ; and ſhall weſtand ſtill unconcerned, and ſee, 
© the reproach of our Profelſion, the'ruine of the only pure Chriſtianity, 


waich hath coſt us the beſt of our Blood. If they do not awake and exerc | 


them(clves in the preſent Circumſtances, the Wrath of God will nor fail ro 
awake againſt ſo heinous a Neglet. We will not preſume to preſcribethe 
Means, proper to preyent the Conſequences of the League, fince they are 
obvious to every body. Ir will be enough for us to ſay, that ir is high 
time to-think on't, and that e're it be long the Diſcale will be paſt Remedy. 
The great Revolution in Exrope, which now ſeems near at hand, by the 
Death of a King leaving no Iſſue ro ſucceed him in his vaſt Dominions, 
will give a fair opportunity to take the fitreſt Meaſures for rhe Preſervation 
of the Proteſtant Religion : For whilſt theſe rwo great Adverſaries of ours 
ſhall be obliged ro employ themſelyes in deciding the greateſt Controverly. 

they 
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they have had for.theſe two hundred years, they may be prevailed upon to 
ler fall rheir Perſecution, and then the Reformation, if powerfully alliſted, 
may be able to gain ground upon the Common Enemy. 

\ In this general Deſign of proteing and promoting the Reformation, up- 
on which Popery harh in this Age ſo much incroach'd, the Princes and 
People concerned ought in our Opinion'to take a ſpecial care to preſerve 
the Reformed Religion in France3 becauſe they are to look upon it, as the 
Mother Church of all thoſe, which by a purer Reformation are diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the Lutherans. And Hiſtory informs us, that from France the Re- 
formation was brought into the Netherlands,' and from thence into the United- 
Provinces, where it got the upper hand. The defection of Henry the VII 
from the Pope made way for it in En2land, where it made ſome progreſs un- 
der Edward the VI, which was ſoon ruined by: rhe Perſecution under Queen 
Mary. In the mean while the Church of France was reforming, and ſerling 
her ſelf in the midſt of Fire and Faggots; ſhe held her firſt National Synod 
under the Reign of ZZenry the II, a great Perſecutor, and the moſt Abſolute 
King that ever was in- Fraxce, till the King now reigning. And fince it is 
very true that the Blood of Martyrs is the ſeed of the Church, all che We- 
ſtern Churches muſt needs confe(s, that thoſe of France have laid on them 
ſuch an Obligation as can never be enough acknowledged ; for they have 
afforded an infinire number of Martyrs, they have had Rivers of Blood 
ſhed in the Maſſacres committed on them, both in the laſt and this preſenr 
Age, and lived all along under the Croſs; inſomuch as all the Sufterings of 
all other Churches, are 'bur little in compariſon with thoſe of the Proteſtanc 
Church in France ; ſhe is the only Church which hath maintained her ſelf 
in the midſt of Torments, and been continually fruirful both of great Men 
and great Examples; and therefore all other Reformed Churches, though 
under whatever different kinds ot Eccleſiaſtical Government, cannor' plead 
any Exemption from acknowledging their Obligation ro the French Church, 
which hath been either their Mother, or at leaſt their Predeceſlor ; and cons 
lequently they cannot excuſe themſelves from doing all that lies in their 
power, botty for its Preſervation and Comfort. The molt proper Means, in 
our Opinion, to be made uſe of ar the preſent, are, ro undeceive her of 
that erroneous and groundleſs Conceit taken up by her, that the is quite 
forſaken. There are {till ſufficient Arguments remaining, to convince her, 
that though hirherro ſhe hath not been effeCtually relieved, yer at leaſt a 
good will to do it has not been wanting. There is.nothing in the.World 
can ſo much diſcourage our ſuffering Brethren, as the Opinion, -rhat no body 
will ſtir any more in their behalf. This the Perſecutors now labour to 
make them believe. But the Proteſtant Princes and States are neceſlarily 


obliged to let them ſee the .contrary. Not by taking up Arms; _ the 
Wars 
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_ Was being ſwayed by Humane motives only; are not ia all probability the 


Means. deſigned by. God's Providence for the reſtauration: of his Church. 
Perhaps God Almighty will in a-ſhort-rime reveal unto us, what he intends 
to do:towards the fulfilling of his-purpoſes ;, in the mean time,'tis our Duty, 
firſt to turn to the Lord with all our Hearts, of which I ſhall Treat more 
fully hereafter ; and ſecondly to ſtir..up : our , Charity afreth, of which we 
ono ſpeak a Word or two, and {o. conclude. \ :- . | . 
-- The Reformed in France have been ſo much caſt down and diſpirited, to 
ie themſelves excluded from the benefit of the Peace, that nothing can leſs 
raiſe "their Courage than ſuch extraordinary efforts of Charity, as we {aw 


immediately after rhe. Revocation of the Edit, of Nantes ; all the Proteſtant 


Princes and- States. did in thar 'Juncture open both their. Gates, and the 
Bowels of their Mercy , to: thoſe diſtreſſed People, who: ia great 'multi- 
tudes quitted their own Habizatians juſt as we uſed to do an Enemy*®s Coun- 


ery; They. collete.| grear Sums of -Money for-them, ſet up Manufactuees 


eo: help. che Tradeſmen to a Livelihood, and fettied, yearly-Penſons upon 
Pccons of Quality. Particularly the moſt: Serene. the EleGtor. of: Bravdes 
byrg of. Bleſled Memory, and his.molt. Religious Son now ,Reigning, have 
figaalized their. Charity in an. extraordinary manner ;; not only by the»Golg? 


_ nies they have Eſtablihd inthe chief; Towns of rheir Dominions, / bur chiefly: 


dy che :Penſions they have allowed-all Ages, Sexes, and Conditions ; -and 
that. with ſo great a. liberality as-one would- think might have lain very: 
heavy upon their Exchequer. But. ſince it hath not proved fo, 'tis an-unde- 
oiable Inſtance of the. greatnels of their Revenues and Power, as well as of 
their: Charity. . We ſhall only add this, that unicis the lame Zeal be-now, 
ac>kindied, the Truth and the; Defenders of ir will ſufter mightily; far the 
Mileries and the 'Neceſlities of the Proteſtants:are now much greater.than 
they were at, that, time : The, moſt of them when they made their e{cape 
from France, had ſaved ſome-part of their Effets, and lived upon them tor 
ten or twelve years, and waitet patiently in hope that the War and the 
Peace following would better their condition ;. but now they have ſpent all, 
and, have nor fo much lefr them as a glimpſe of Hope. So that we ſee the 
old Refugees lying under fo great extremity, as they muit of neccſlity pes 
ciſh, if not ſpeedily ſupplied with Neceſlaries by the Charity of the Frote- 
ſtant Scates. - Burt what ſhall we ſay of thoſe who (till live under the preſ- 
ſure. of their Sutfferings, who groan, and long for an opportunity of ſecting 
themſelves art. liberty > The fear of ſtarving puts aſtop to.them, for this 1s 
one of the greateſt Temptations one can be expaled to, and there are bur 
few able to cope with this Idea of the utmoſt Poverty. Notwithitanding a 
great many do come every day out of France, and we are told by them, 


. that there are thoulands who. have a mind to follow them, as toon. 
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25' they hear, that the Proteſtant's Charity'is grown as liberal as formerly. x 
and- therefore 'we do earneſtly intrear, and beg all Princes and States,” and 
all/ privare Men, whom God Almighty hath bleſſed with Abiliry, to- be 
willing and. ready to relieve-thele diſtrefſed/Brethren, who grean under the 
heavy burden of Chrift's Croſs. Theſe new- Refugees by their flight will, 
complear-rlte depopulation of that Kingdom, which is already weakned by 
{ - many. publick Calamties, and continue to bring their Money, Induſtr 

Arts and Frades, into* theſe - Countreys whereinto rhey will retire, and il 
up the places'of thole Inhabitanrs che War hath taken away, We cafily bes 
heve, that our Complaints and Prayers wilt not reach the Ears of thoſe 
whom we do chiefly intend to perſuade. Bur at laft having done what lies, 
in our power, God Almighty our of his Gracious Goodneſs will performs the: 


reſt, and move the Heart of thoſe from whom we may receive any. Comforg 
and Relief. -- < | | 26 
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Containing fame Diredtons for the Proteſtants Behaviour 
towards thetrr Perſecutors, and for their Reſignatian 
to the Will of God, who will not permit the total 
ruine of the Reformation in France ; The Neceſſity 
of keeping up therr Common Aſſemblies, and their 
Duty of Watchiag carefully over their Children, wha 
are daily taken from them; With a Form. of Prayer 

for the Afutted Church. 


vhs now proceed to: the Advices: we promiſed you abour: your Beliae- 
'  Viour both towards your Perſecutors, and towards: God in- theſe: 
your Afflictions, and begin with the Motions, that the illyſage of your: 
Enemies is apt'to beget in you. As the Faithful by becoming Chriſtians,. do» 
not ceaſe from being Men; fo it is very eafie to apprehend,. that your. Re= 
ſenement, muſt needs be {o much the greater, becauſe' you have not been gyil- 
ty of doing any thing to delerye theſe Qutrages: - 'Fhe Zeal i” _ 

antly/ 
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ſtantly ſhewn for the Houſe of - Bourbon, ſince its. coming to the Throne, and 
the eminent Services you have done, eſpecially to the Prince now Reigning, 
in preſerving his Crown during his Minority, ought to confirm you in the 
Peaceable Enjoyment of theſe Edits, which three or four Kings had given 
and eſtabliſhed as perpetual and irrevocable. One muſt needs be an Angel, 
to ſee without ſome Emotion and Sorrow, Soldiers coming to ruine your 
Anceſtors Eſtates, and deſtroy your own Goods, and ſnatch your Children, 
the deareſt parr of your ſelves, out of your Arms. If you are concerned as 
ye ought to be for the Intereſt of God, you cannot but with great grief 
ee his Holy Name Blaſphemed, his Churches raſed to the Greund, his 
Truths-inſolently oppoſed, his Children dealt with like profligate Wretches, 
and his Miniſters Torcured, -Hanged, and Broken upon the Wheel. Ne- 
vertheleſs it is very convenient we ſhould give you ſome DircCtions ſuitable 
to this Occaſion for your keeping the middle way bertwixt two extreams, 
The firſt Advice we would pive is this, That you be nor like thoſe inditfe- 
rent Perſons, who though they ace fully convinced that the Romiſh Church 
is very corrupt, and the Reformed Religion without compariſon the better 
of the two, can for ajl thar, without any Concernment and Tears, ſce the 
Enemy burning the Holy Cities of God, that do not avoid keeping Com- 
pany with the Perſecurors, or ſhew in the leaſt either any Pity towards their 
Brethren, or any Senſe of their Condition, This they call Moderation, 
Prudence, and obeying Chriſt's Command to love your Enemies, and to 
bleſs thoſe which Curſe you. We know very well, Dear Brethren, that 
To have among you roo many of theſe Lukewarm Profeſſors, who are the 
Nurſery .of Apoſtates, and whom our Saviour will ſpue out of his Mouth. 

Neither is it to be queſtioned, but that you have alſo a great many in 
the other Extreme, who ſuffer their Zeal ro be accompanied with unruly 
Paſſions. If theſe Men would throughly examine and know themſelyes, 

haps they would find in their own Hearts, at leaſt, as much ſelf. love as 
ve.to God. Self-love cannot endure any reſtraint, and a Heart given up 
to Covetouſnels, and yet not able wholly to ſhake off the conviction of 
Truth, and the deſire of Salvation, is under a terrible Diſtemper when {tripr 
of irs Worldly Goods, and is much more concerned upon that account 
than for the intereſt of the Truth. Hence it is, that we have obſerved a- 
mong thoſe who have courageouſly fortaken - their Native Country, rhat 
| there were not ſo many Covetoully minded, as of other kinds of Sinners ; 
and this is the reaſon that induces theſe Worldly Men to continue ſtill under 
the Yoke, in which condition they think to compound for the guilt which 
cheir Conſciences reproach them with, by. cntettaining in their Hearts thoughts 
of Wrath and Fury, and venting them in Reproaches and [njurics againtt rhe 
Perlecutors as often as they can do it without danger. | 
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- The more dangerous Caſe-in theſe two Extreams is that off the Timorous, 
"who know the Truth, and hold it in Unrighteoufneſs'; They are not whot- 
 -ly Impious, and would fain be ſaved by the Ways of Righteouſneſs and 
'Trurh, bur are not willing to part with their Worldly Intereſts for their 
Salvation. But remember rhe Oracle; *f any love the World, the love of the 
Father is not in him. Theſe Weak People among you do flatter and deccive 
themſelves, by comparing themfelyes' to thoſe wicked Apoſtates who are 
gone (o far, as to fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ſince they perſecate the Truth 
they have known ; but they ſhould confider, that an Hedtic Fever doth 
kill as welt as a Burning one; and ir will be a very ſad Comfort to them 
to be treated like Tyre and Sydor, or Sodom and; Gomorrha, that is more tole- 
rably than Bethſaiaz and Capernaum. Their not patting with the World, 
and the Society” of thoſe who perſecute the Church 'of God, is an evident 
Inftance of great Neglect and want of Zeal. The Propher £/i2s was fo 
much diſpleated with' the Enemies of God, that he choſe rather to go and 
live wich Wild Beaſts in the Wilderneſs, than with them, and reproves 
thoſe who halted between the Lord and Bal, xr Xings 18. So thoſe Politi- 
cians of yours who whiſper in your Ears, and ſay, iW are as good Proteſtants 
45 'your ſelves are, but, &c. are: for the Lord, but pay alſo their Homage to 
Baal, the Courr, the World, and the Maſs. Be aflured, Brerhren, that ſuch 
Pcople are upon the brink of Eternal Damnation. Bur you will ſay, they 
may return when the Church enjoys proſperity. But know that Heaven 
rejets theſe Men, whom they uſe to call the Swallows of the Church, 
which come to her in' the Spring only, and forfake her in the Winter. 
Therefore, we ſay, Brethren, Avoid theſe two Extremes, and follow. the 
middle and 'fureſt 'way; but becauſe a juſt medium'is hard to be kepr, we 
will dire& you the beſt we can, by deliring you to obſerve, ' that rhere is 4 
Twofold Love, one of Efteem, and rhe ocher of Charity. We ate not 
obliged to love any with the love of Efteem; but thoſe who deſerve it, that 
is, who fear God, and are good Chriftians. We grant, chat on this Occa- 
fion Mens Judgment may be miſtaken, for we are well ſatisfied, that our 
Enemies are worthy neither of our Love nor Eſteem-; and therefore we muſt 
be upon our Guard on thar fide, and incline to' the moſt favourable Opinion. 
Bur there are ſome Caſes ſo evident, that one cannot be miſtaken in them} 
as when we ſee plainly ſeveral Impious, Debauched' and Atheiſtical Perſons, 
ſich -Monſters do nort-in the leaſt deſerve the Homages of Loye and-Eſteem 
which we'owe to Piety and Holineſs only ; and conſequently we muſt ayoid 
their Companies, as Plagues of Society, and Debauchers of Souls, for no 
body will ever believe, that'a Man is Zealous for God and Truth, who en- 
tertains-ſtri Friendſhip with his open Enemies —{. _ © | 
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But there is another kind of Love, a great deal more Eſfntial to Chri- 
ſiianity, and that is the love of Charity ; This we owe to all, whether 
Enemies or Friends, good or bad ; Enemies of God, or Prophane Idolaters, 
or Perſecutors ; and by the Rules of Charity we are obliged nor only to 
Bleſs them rhat Curſe us, but to endeavour after their Salvarion and Rc- 

- conciliation with God; and if we muſt communicate unto them our Spiri- 
tual Goods, much more our Temporal. If thy enemy be hungry feed him, &c. 
Rom. 12. 20. | 

You have, Brethren, in theſe general Precepts, the Particulars you muſt 
follow in reſpeCt of your Perſecutors. We do nor Exhort you to Value and 
Eſteem them. If they Perlecute you through the inſtigation of a falſe 
Zeal, they muſt be lookt upon as blind Men, into whoſe Hands they have 
put a Sword, and who make an ill uſe of the Authority that is Fo them 
ro deſtroy the Flocks of our Lord. They are Children of Babe/, and Idu- 

means who ſer Feruſalem on fire, and ſay, Raſe, raſe it, even to the foundation 
thereof. If they are baſe Miniſters of the fury of Popery, who tell you, /f 
the King had Commanded me to force you to turn [urk, TI would do it ; could you 
look, I pray, on ſuch Men, but with a great Contempt and Indignation ? 
They have neither Religion nor Conſcience; and if they have any of the 
laſt, they give ir Mortal Wounds, by ſacrificing it to their Prince, and 
their own Fortune. Such is the Bigorted Perſecutor of Languedoc, appointed 
by the Jeſuirical Caball to depopulare the Province of France, moit inha- 
bited by Reformed : "This Man hearing one day the Excuſes of a Gentle- 
man who declared to him his Scruples, and ſaying he could not believe ſuch 
and ſuch things ; anſwered him in a haughty and furious manner, Believe 
in the Devil, if you will, but you muſt go to Maſs, or, &c. . Here is the Cha- 
rafter of the Zealots of rhe Holy Society of Jeſus. 
_ But ler your Perſecutors be what they will, you muſt have neither Com- 
pliance nor Society with them ; becauſe you cannot be long in their Com- 
pany, but you will hear them railing againſt your Anceſtors, thoſe Martyrs 
whom you ought to Reverence, and thoſe Truths which you muſt love a 
great deal more than your Lives. Therefore avoid them, and do nothing 
whereby they may think that your Zeal and Courage does in the leaſt yield 
to their Sollicitations. 

But here I muſt give you a Caution, That from what hath been ſaid, you 
muſt by no means infer, that we adviſe you in the leaſt to deny your Perſe- 
cutors the lawful Homages you owe them, both as Subjeds, and as Chri- 
ſiians; for as Subjects you muſt -obey them in all things they Command 
you in the Name and Authority of the Prince, (choſe you owe to God and 
your Conlſciences only excepted) and as Chriſtians, you mult pray for 
them, forgive tlicir Cruel Ulage, be Inftrumental as much” as you can to 

| their 
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their Converſion, and even aſſiſt them with your Temporal Goods, if they: 
ſtand in need of them : But this laſt Advice is, we think, uſeleſs, ſeeing 
they-are rich, and have got the moſt part of your ſubſtance already. | 
Proceed we now to your behaviour towards God, The firſt-of your Du- 
ties is Patience and Submiſſion. There is a God, and' an: Holy and Wiſe 
Providence ' diſpoſing of all Events with an abſoluce Power, and a Juſtice 
which can very rarely be fathomed by us. You do not apprehend, ſay: 
you, the reaſon why God permits his Enemies to triumph fo long. Bur is 
rhis- a matter of wonder, that” God is incomprehenſible to you-2 Will you 
conclude that he hath no Reaſon in his Proceedings, becauſe you do nor 
comprehend them? Shall you. have leſs Reſpect for God than for a Prince,. 
whoſe Wiſdom and Piety are well known to you? for when you (ſee him: 
doing. ſomething which: looks contrary to Equity, you .do not uſe immedi- 
ately to conclude that he hath: forgot - hitmtelf, and adts. againſt his.own: 
Principles and Laws ; and yer rhis Prince-may be miſtaken in his Proceed- 
ings, and in that caſe. you may ſuſpend your Judgment, . till either he him-' 
ſelf, or time.diſcovers unto you the lawfulnels of them ; but: you muſt never 
call in queſtion the Wiſdom and Juſtice of God, which are inſeparable: from: 
him. David filenced himſelf with this reaſon, 7. became dumb, and apened 
not my mouth, for it was thy doing, Pl. 39. v. 10.. Feremiab the:Prophet ſhed 
flouds of Tears upon a Deſolation like yours,: laying,” Who: «. he that: ſaith; 
and. it cometh to. paſs,” when the Lord commanith it not > Ont: of) the Mouth of 
the | Moſt High, proceedeth not Ewil and. Good ? Lament. .z.,v::37, 38: Shall 
there be evil _ in a City, and the Lord hath not 'dane'it > Amos 3:16. ,:The: Work 
of God and: Menare fo twiſted:rogether in-our. Misfortunes, 'that we have 
much ado to. diſtinguiſh them; bur for all thar-ir [muſt be dane; and/then' 
by a giligent inquiry, you. wilt diſcover that the Work-of - the-Perſecutor is 
the Work of the Devil, who. is. our Adverſary fromthe beginning,” and 
therefore you: ought to_ hate and abhor it; but the Work of God is. good, 
ſeeing he puts you into-the Fining Pot, in order to cleanſe and purifie you 
like Gold, and make your ſincerity and the purity of your Faith to ſhine: be- 

fore Men. | : JO gf 
We might here ſer before your Eyes ſeveral Pious Conſiderations, in or- 
der to Comfort you in theſe your great Sufferings ; but before we under- 
rake it, we: would fain be convinced, that you ittand in need of Conſdla- 
tion:; for we are mightily afraid, you are already too. much comforted ; 
we have but roo many Inſtances of your Inſenſibleneis, and that your Sorrow: 
doch not anſwer the terrible Chaſtiſements God hath viſited you with: 
You live without any publick Exerciſe of your Religion, withour Inſtructi- 
on, Sermons, Exhortations, and even without Books, - And it is made 
High Treaſon for you to meet together, in _ to pray unta'God in T_ 
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and Hollow-racks. In the beginning of the- fornicr - Perſecution , you! 
ſecmed mightily concerned for your Calamities,. and in this, laſt, you have. 
been awaken'd, but alas! you arc ſoon fallen again into ſlumber. , You, 
think, -that it is enough for you to-forbear going to -Maſs.. This we con- 
fels is ſomething ; but there are a great many among you, who are ſo Com- 
plaiſant, as to appear in Churches Conſecrated to a falle Jelus,, whom they 
rurn into an Idol, and to Saints, who -are but Creatures. And ſuppole; 
that you ſhould be: ſo courageous as to refuſe ro go tro Mals, would that 
ſuffice” think you to' pacific your- Conſciences?: by no mcans. You will 
ſay perhaps, we-. cannot publickly ſerve God ; but: who can:-hinder you. 
from. thurtting your Houſes -on the Sabbath and Holidays, ; and making 
them as ſo many little Churches 2 Why do you not read, and meditare the 
Word: of God. . Or, Why, ſhould not the Maſter--of. the Houſe be able to In-- 
ſtruct and Edific his own Family ini Private ?:... . -:i 
We would: have you to know, that -we take a'great care to: be well in- 

formed: of your Bchaviour, :that:; we may from time to time give you Ad» 
vices ſuitable to. your Neceſſities. We have beca told, indeed,. that there 
are among you ſeveral Wiſe and well ardered Families, which practice the. 
Rules. we have. juſt. now .prefcribed you ;- and. therefore: we give ; hearty 
Thanks to our Gracious. Saviour, .that: we are not as yet ilike:Sodow: and. 
Gemorrha, and: chatihe hath'rcferved-ro himſelf a' Rennanc according to the 
Election. of: Grace © But\we know very well, chat: this'Remnanr is very. 
ſmall in compariſon of the reſt; for. we have larely read Letters from. the: 
£on*Guienua, and are told by: ſome: who come overta'us, that there is no: 
Picty nor Religion practiſed there,  chiefly;among the younger People, who 
ſpend: their time-in Drinking. and Gaming; whilit che: Papiſts ace performing: 
their Superſtitious Devotions! ; and add, that:many of them have no:know- 
ledge. 'of Chriſtianity: Thoſe--who were: entruſted wich-the Gare of their: 
Education, have: contented:themfelves barely to: Exhortrheminoc to go. to 
Maſs-; and ſo they: are not Papiſts, butthen'they are nor:Chrittians.. Thus: 
they-i let the Truth periſh; and: your Negle&t-witl contribure to the Ruine 
of the Church, more than the Violence of your Perlecutors, for if God 
ſhould Chaſtife you, as you deſerve, he would utterly extinguiſh the light 
ef Faith among a People which' doth not'care for it. | 

: And therefore, tis not now our Buſineſs toafford you Comfort,and wemuſt 
forbear doing it till you give evident Proofs. of your Godly Sorrow, and 
fincere-Converſion ; in order whereunto, let us/intreat you for the: preſent 
to acknowledge, that God is Juſt'in his Judgments, and even Merciful in 
the continuance. of -your Sufferings-; and to make-a good uſe of all thoſe 
places, wherein. you are exhorted ro a ſpeedy Repentance, in hope of. a 
peedy Deliverance, Let us ſearch, ' and try our ways, and turn unto. the Lord, 
| | Lament. 
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Lament. 3.41. Lt #he,micked forſake his mays, and the nnrighteons | man:;. his 
thowghts, and. tet him r:turn unto th: Ligrd, and 4: will have mercy upou him, . and 
to our God, for he will abundanily Pardon, Iaiah 55..7. Our Ark is-broken in 
pieces, and our Wrecks float upon all Seas ; Bur. let us gather ,our ſelves 
abour our Noah, our Jeſus, the Author of the Tranquility we hope for, and 
follow particularly his Example. Did he ever ſlacken his Zeal 1n his Perſe- 
cutions? And when the Houle of: God was become: a Den of Thieves, did 
he not Conſecrate the Wilderneſs by his Holy Prayers 2 Did he not open- 
ly and couragiouſly own himſelf to be the Son of God, : before. rhole .Un- 
righteous Judges who-Sentenced him to Death? Do.you the ſame., If they. 
ask you ſuch Queſtions as. theſe, Are you. Prerended Reformed, . Calviniſts, 
and fome of thoſe Hereticks who maintain that the Roman Church is the 
Spiricual Babylon > Anſwer. with a Courage becoming the Dilciples. of Feſ«, 
I am one of. thoſe whom you call Pretended Reformed; I am not an Here- 
tick, bur Believe in God, ſpeaking, in; bis Holy Scriptures., and Worſhip 
him, according as my-Fathers were Taught, by che Prophets and Apoſtles ; 
and look on. the Communion , both -of the Pope, and his Religion, as 
very dangerous and inconſiſtent with the intention 'I have of being ſaved. 

But for God's Sake, think Dear Brethren, how much you- are opvgee ro 
lead a Holy Life, anſwerable to that pure Chriſtanity . God hath truſte4 
you. withall. We have not taught you a Goſpel Sophiſticated throughPlutoſo- 
phy, Tradition. of Men, Superſtitions, Idolatries, and ſuch abominable 
Maxims: of looſe Morals, as the Jeſuirs and other Perſecutors uſe to:do : 
You have not learned Chriſt ſo. Bux what good will that do- you, if-you 
have been well inſtruced, but yet live very wickedly > Learn we beſecch 
you,. that 4 wavering and: vicious-Faich does as little contribute to ones Sal- 
vation, as @. Faith detiled with Errours, if you do not Repens, you. ſhall 
likewiſe Periſh. oy” a.297 2Þ 305 

We:gtrant, you are ina Condition very dangerous to your Salyation : For 
you.{ee 0n one hand, a Bigotted Pcople compleatly armed, purſuing, your 
Saviour with Swords and Staves ; and on the other, Courtiers, who-have 
no. more Devotion, than what is requiſite to attend; their Prince to Mals, 
and to; put in Execution his moſt ſevere Orders againſt you. But we know 
very well,-that moſt of them. do not-Believe in Gad, and make no ſcruple 
to cammit ſuch Excelſles, as Sodom and Gomorrha would perhaps abhor. Ma- 
ny of. your Conyertors- are of ſuch a_ Character as would ſtrike one with 
horrour. We have already acquainted; you with the Diſcourſe of the In- 
tendant of Zangvedec, and. now will relate that of a- Governour of a Place 
in the ſame. Proyince, as it was communicated to us. - , 
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' An Tahabitant of the Z727ue hath received a Copy of a Letter from "N;/wis; 
containing a Dialogue no leſs dreadful than curious ; as follows. The Go- 
wvernor of St. Mippolite, having called the Chiefs of that Town together, Exhorted 
thems to go to M:(s, by ſuch Reaſons as Soldiers and Good: Fellows uſe to doe. Theſe 
poor People holding their Peace ar it, the Governor ſaid uato them, Speak, 
or give me ſome ax 4 or other, One of them-Anſwered thus : Well, Sir, ſince 
you will have us to ſpeak, IU tell you in the name of all thoſe here preſent, that 
neither we nor our Children will ever go to Maſs, do with us as you pleaſe, for this 
& onr Reſolution. The Governor reply'd,” Tow are a Company of Wretches; go 
to Maſs, I ſy, carry ' your Pſalms thither, and read them till you be tired : Per- 
form in your Houſes all the Exerciſes of your Devotion 5 and by that means, you 
may laugh in your ſleeve at the King, his Declarations, the Intendant, my ſelf, and 
the Curate here preſent, whom you may ſend,- if you will, to'all the Devils in Hell. 
FTola, Sir, faith the Curate, / had rather they ſhould go to them than my ſelf. 
They omitted m this Letter many Circumſtances for Brevities ſake : 7 rhe 
end Gf it is ſaid, That theſe poor People having withirawn themfelvzs, ' have been 
Fined, and conſtrained to pay it down. You fee here the Romiſh Church 
drawn to the Life. 19 
' - Thus is the Nation framed in which you live, v/z. They are ignorant 
and crucl Bigors on one fide, and on the other Brutes without Conſcience 
and Rehgion ;* and what way ſoever you turn.you ſee nothing but Precipices 
and Scandals.” Bur ſtill your Duty -enjoyns you, to go berwixt- theſe rwo 
© Precipices,by reſiſting rhe Perſecutions of thole who will drag you to Mals, 
and'to ſeparate your'ſelves from thoſe wicked Pleaſures which Bewirch you. 
The- Precepts we give you' 'are bur General, bur. we muſt preſcribe you 
{ome Particulars, to reach you the - way -whereby you 'may diſappoint. the 
Defigns of the Devil, and all his 'Agents,” and make you know, they are 

nor as yet gone half way in your Total Deſtruction. ; 
+ -Our Enemies have conceived great Hopes of ſeeing their Undertaking | to 
End in the ſpecdy andentire Extirpation of the Reformed Religion in France j 
but without pretending to Prophecy, we-may truly lay, their Deſign is not 
ſo near it's Accompliſhment. As God's Providence ules to put his Church 
inco the Fining Por, . not 'to-Deſtroy, but-to- Try her ; fo has he put her Ene- 
mies upon ſuch mcans, as arc'neverilike to ſucceed. *Tis now above'3o or 
4o years they have been very buſie abour finding out ſome: infallible Ways 
to Ruin the Proteſtant Religion in- that Kingdom, and have nor: been able 
Js yet, todetermine what Courſe to rake. Hence proceed that uncertainty, 
and indif{cretion of their Condudt,- fince the Pyrevean Treaty. They were 
agreed in their General End and -Deſign, -bur- knew not how: to- attain ir.- 
The Prefaces of their Declarations and Decrces were commonly ridiculous 
ahd contradictory : For under pretence of putting the Edits in Execution, 
they 
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they EnaQted ſuch and ſuch things, as indeed,. did. utterly. Deſtroy them. 
What was Decreed by one Declaration was commonly Annulled by the 
next : For when they took away any. one Privilege from the Reformed, they 
ſtill confirmed all the, others. And theſe Exceptions which they made, 
{zemed for the preſent ro ſtrengthen the Rules : But ſome Weeks after 'twas 
quite another thing. Twelve or fifteen Months before the Recalling of the 
Edict of Nantes, a Decree was iſſued out, whereby the Miniſters were to be 
Tranſported into other Places, when they had for {ome years ſerved their 
firſt Pariſhes. And amongſt theſe rare Ordonnances, there were ſome which 
were to be in force for twenty years; and conſequently, the Edit was at 
leaſt to laſt to that very time: Nevertheleſs, within a few Months after it 
was totally Repealed. From hence it is obvious to every body, That our 
Perſecutors had not yet laid down a certain Scheme of their Proceedings, 
but lived, as we may ſay, from Hand to Mouth, and advanced, as the 
emergent Occaſions, or rather as Fancy guided chem. Whilſt they were 
thus floating in theſe uncertain and blind ways, God's Providence hath led 
them in to take a Courle which will ncver proſper with them, But rather 
end in the entire Ruin of Popery. 

Their falſe Prudence hath ſer before them ſeveral means, ro chooſe whicls 
they pleaſed. The firſt was that of a general Maſſacre. We do not queſt 
on in the leaſt, but this Method hath been propoſed and debared ; and there 
are ſome pretending to good Intelligence, who gave out, that they were re- 
ſolved upon it; and that Diſpatches, had been already drawn up, for the 
Governors, and Intendants of Provinces, and Packets delivered to be ſent 
out, but that a great Man wiſer and milder than the others, had prevented 
che Execution of them, and upon his Advice the Expreſles were ſtopt. This 
hath been publiſh'd in ſome Books written both in Ezeland and in Eneliſk 
But for our parts, we never believed it to be either true, or indeed probable: 
True it is, Thar there is not any Deſign, though never ſo Cruel, never (a 
Bloody, but the Bigotred Cabal of Jeſuits and Monks are capable ro. Con- 
trive :. Bur. we are allo certain, . That chereis not any Wiſe-Man in the Coun=- 
cil of France, bur did look on ſuch an Execution with Horror. There are: 
bur few Bavilles in that Kingdom, for he who has Maſlacred ſa many. pri- 
yate Perſons, . would have made no ſcruple of a General Maſſacre : And be= 
ſides, the Slaughter of St. Bartholomew ſucceeded (o ill, that one would think. 
they ſhould have no mind to attempt it a ſecond time. | 

' We have no Reaſon to doubt bur ir hath been Debated, whether they 
ſhould Baniſh all the Proteſtants wichour Exception out of the Kingdom.; 
But choſe who know that the multitude of Subjects is the Strength. of & 
Nation, did not approve. of that Propolition, In the beginning. of 'chis. 
_ Age, The Council of Spain drove away, Twelve hundred I 
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and Sartazins; but they know how much it hath coſt. them ; For rhis has 
ivers the prear ſtroke to their ſuddain Decay and unavoidable Ruige; At 
aſt, after many Deliberations caken and laid aſide, 'they refolved 'to ſhut 
up the Reformed, and prohibit their going out of the Kingdom, upon pain 
of the Gallies, and Forfeiture of their” "Goods. True ir is, That by this 
means, the Kingdom is nor depopulated, but then their Churches are filed 
with: People driven thicher with Cudgels, and rendred _—_ and Hy- 
pocrites. All the Exerciſes of any Refigion, but the Romiſh, are forbidden 
upon Pain of Death ; and by Virtue of this Prohibition, they have Hang'd 
a great many in YVivares, Cevennes, and other Counties. 
- It is Evident, Thar thoſe who thought to extinguiih the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion by this Method, have bur little Underſtanding, and much leſs Me- 
mory.” We would fain have them to allege any Preſidents of ſuch Under- 
takings that have ſucceeded well by che ways they have uſed. There is 
nothing in the World which rakes fo geep root in the Hearts of Men, as 
whar they cail Religion. They have for many years, and without inter- 
miſſion; exerciſed the utmoſt Rigours, and yer haye not been able ro deſtroy 
the Religion of thoſe People. Chriſtians have ſuffered in the Eaſt, and 
under the Turks, almoſt all that one can ſuffer ; and for all that, the 
Chriſtian Religion. is'yet every where ſpread there. What have they not done 
in Spain, ſince the Moors loſt their Authority, to extinguiſh Mahometaniſm; 
bur all vain, and altho' they haye expelled above a Million, there are (till 
a great many left behind, who by concealing their Belief, provide for their 
own Securiry. What Cruelty have they not commirted, and ſtill commir 
in thoſe Countries, where the Inquiſition is eſtabliſhed ro Root out the Jews 
Religion, bur ſtill ro no purpoſe.; And 'ris a Queſtion, Whether one half of 
the Portugucſes be not ſtill Jews: Nevertheleſs, they go ro Mals, and fome 
of them-are got into Orders, and enjoy Eccleſiaſtical Dignities ; but no 
ſooner are they got into a free Country, but they openly rerurn to the Jewiſh 
Profeſſon. | | 3 
We muſt conclude then, rhat there is no certain way of Ruining a Reli- 
gion, bur che utrer DettruCtion of all thoſe who Profeſs it. By that means 
the Sarrazens have deſtroyed Chriſtiianity over all the Coaſts of Africa, 
where formerly there were many and flouriſhing Churches, viz. By cutting 
oft all the Ancient Inhabitants ; And by that Merhod, che Houſe of Auſtria 
| hath almoſt rooted .our the Reformation in Bohemia, and the Hereditary 
Countries, Ir is true, That withour thete violent Proceedings, Chriſtiani- 
ty hath by Degrees aboliſhed ghe Heathen Religion, within the extent of 
the Roman Empire, both in rhe Eaft and Weſt : Bur this Example muſt nor 
- be madea Precedent, becauſe falſe Religions haye their Periods as: well as 
-rhe States; 'they "muſt end fome: way or another : Bur the "Cauſe of «their 
| Ruin 
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Ruin is not the Yoke impoſed upon Mens Conſciences, but their own Im- 
perfections. The Ancient Heatheniſm was ſo hideous a mafs of Abſurdi- 
ties, that 'tis no matter of wonder to fee it quite Aboliſh'd. On the con« 
crary, we may admire at its fubliſting {© long among Nations ſo Civilized; 
and Polite as the Greeks and Romans. One. would have thought, That 
Chriſtianity had nothing ele to do, but to in the World to ruin this 
horrid Syſtem of different Gods, that were Enemies one of another, 
and whom the Devil made Men to Worſhip with the moſt unclean and ri- 
diculous Rites. And yet every body knows, How this Religion, as fooliſh 
and ridiculous as it is, hath held our againſt the Lights of Common Senſe, 
Reaſon and Faith. And this may ſerve for another inſtance, to prove, How 
difficulr it is to Extirpate Opinions which have taken a deep Root in the 
Minds of Men by a long Potiefiion. What outragious Crueltics have they 
not uſed in the Spaniſh Netherlands to Extinguiſh the Reformation there? and 
have not as yet compaſied their Defign. Not even fince the time that the 
French Court hath added to the Yoke of the Proteſtants. Theſe People 
have bur a ftep into ZZlaxd, which is a Free-Country, but worldly Incereſts 
keep them {till chained to that {pot of Ground wherein they were Born and 
Bred. *Tis true, they fave themſelves, as much as they can, the trouble 
of going to Maſs; and if ſometimes they yield, 'ris out of pure Neceflity : 
Therefore we ſhall not determine any thing about their Condition. The 
Queſtion now is not whether they be good Proteſtants or no, and whether 
they are in the way of Salvation, but however this at leaſt is certain, that 
they are by na means Papiſts. And conſequently we may be aflur'd, That 
the Pro Religion will never go: out of France, unleſs the Proteſtants 
themſelves be gone firſt ; fo rhar Imprifoning them within the Kingdom is 
the ſure way to Immortalize their Religion. - 

From what hath been ſaid, it is manifeſt, rhat. the preſeng Perſecution is 
by no means advantagious to Popery ; And by what tollows, it will be as 
evident, That the Romiſh Religion lofes its Authority and Reputation in 
France, and Peoples Eyes begin to be mare and more open every day. Both 
the Outrages and the Perſecurors, and the Complaints of the Perfecuted, 
make them very intent upon the great Concern of Religion, which perhaps 
they never would have troubled their Heads with, had they let things con- 
rinue as they were a Hundred years fince. They have taken away from the 
Proteſtants all their Books, but have not been able to Burn all theſe Books. 
They are Treaſures which have been difperted by our Shipwrack, and Reliv 
gious Men have had a more favourable opportunity of making advantage 
of them, becauſe orhers have not been apprehenſive upon that Account, In 
ſhort, Let the Cauſe of rhis be whar ir will, 'ris certain, that there are whole 


Cantons and Provinces full of People = earneſtly defire a Deliyerance- 
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from Popery. We have been well aſſured by honeſt and credible: Perſons, 
that there are great Cities of Threeſcore or Fourſcore Thouſand Inhabitants, 
whereof one third have ſome knowledge, and very favourable Sentiments 
of the Trurh. This we know for certain, becauſe we ſee for theſe 12 or 
15 years, Profelytes come over to us from Popery, in greater- number than 
ever. We will not deny, but that'among theſe Fryers, Prieſts, and Clergy- 
men, who heretotore left the Romiſh Religion, there were but few who were 
not moved by a Spirit of Libertiniſm ; bur art preſent rhe caſe.is much alte- 
red : For now we have daily come over to us, new ' Converts of that Cha- 
rater which are very good Men, and have a ſincere and earneſt deſire to 
work out their Salyation ; nay, ſome of them 'are very Eminent for their 
Abiliry and Merit : So that there are now among theſe Proſelytes as few 
Cheats as there were: many heretofore. We are informed by them, that 
were the Proteſtant States as Zealous for Propagating the Truth as the Pa- 
Piſts are for their Superſtitions, they would ſee flocking to them, ' many able 
and worthy Clergymen. It might be wiſh'd, Thar the Proteſtant Sovereigns 
would mind this great Concern, and confider, how much ir would contri- 
bute to their Honour, to provide Sanctuaries, and Maintainance for ſo ma- 
ny Learned Men, and who are beſides enlightned by a Supernarural Grace : 
2 Supernatural Grace, I ſay ; for one muſt be willfully blind, not to diſcoyer 
herein the Finger of God, which 'rouzes up Conlciences that lay faſt a Sleep, 
and commuhicates his Light at the ſame time that the Devil endeavours ro 
tpread his Darkneſs. Bur we muſt confeſs, That the great neceſlity theſe 
Clergymen are threatned with, by forſaking both their Native Country and 
Religion, is a powerful Tempration, that few are able to overcome. 'Tis 
indeed a great Affliction to a tender and compaſſionate Man, to be forced 
to ſend away Perſons of a good Character, and ſincerely Conyerted, be- 
cauſe he is not-in a Condition to keep them from. Starving : But theſe 
things may alter, when God Almighty ſhall be pleated ro move the Hearts 
at the Higher Powers. All we can do for them is ro help them with our 
Prayers, which God will, we hope, hear in due time. 

| If we conſider how much Popery is divided, and decays in France, we 
thall the better comprehend the ill Condition it is reduced too, it being 
crumbled into ſeveral Sets. The Controverſie between the Meliniſtes, and 
the Fanſenifkes has made a great Noile for thele forty or fifry years; and 
now a new Sect is riſen up under the Name of Quictifts ;. beſides other im- 
pious ones, like that of the Socinians, begin to make a conſiderable Body 
there. We were long ſince well informed, that this wicked Hereſie isſpread 
amongit the moſt famous Societies; and have ir from the beſt hand, thar 
the Works of Epiſcopius are diligently peruſed by rhem, in which one dif- 
covers firſt a mecr Pelagianiim ; and ſecondly, that which the Biſhop of 
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Meaux calls a Mitigated Soix#ianiſm: And all this is made good by one * 
Mr. Yallone, a Prebendary of the Church of St. Geneviefus, and who ap- 
pears to be a Man of Parts and Merit. - He: has publiſh'd a Confeſſion of 
his Faith, and prefixed to it a Letter giving an- account of his Converſion; 
where he tells us, that he choſe rather re-be a Fryer of St. Geneviefue, than 
of St. Bernara.. He was not long there, - before he diſcovered a Party, which 
called it ſelf, 7he Scripturiſts or Little Charch, agreeing openly with the Hetero- 
dox Opinions of the Socinians, or Believing-atleaſt, that in order. to be a fine and. 
delicate Wit, one mnſt allow a great liberty of Opinion : Theſe are wha: we call 
Latitudinarians, according to the Tenents of their Maſters Courcellus and 
Epiſcopius : And this Cabal was ſpread in all Places, where the Regular Ca- 
nons of St. Geneviefu? had Houſes. The Heads and Chief Members of this 
Socicty, were the {ame to the Cabal, as the General, his Aſſiſtant, the Vi- 
ſitor, Ormeſſac Prior of St. Martin of Raricourt, the Abbot 4 Efeat, Polinier,' 
and many others. Mr. Yallone. was Informer againſt them, and had very' 
like to have loſt his Life in a hideous Dungeon, into which he was thrown 
by the General. Bur art Jaſt, after having undergone many Trials, find- 
ing himſelf countenanced by the Abbot of Urhec, he convinced the Court 
of the Truth of his Information, Thereupon the French King ſent by 
the Archbiſhop of Paris, a Letter under his Privy Seal, enjoyning the Ge- 
neral Chapter, which was to be held the next day, to chuſe another General, de- 
claring withall, that be did Depoſe the Abbot of St. Geneviefue, and all thoſe 
who had any hand in the Cauſe of the Accuſer : Their Names were particularly men« * 
tioned, and they were Commanaed to lay down their Places. 

In the ſame Work of Mr. De Yallone, one may (ee a new inſtance of what: 
we have already ſaid concerning the multitude of thoſe who have an in- 
ſight into the Truth in the midſt of Popery. A Body torn within by its 
own Members, and whoſe Corruption is diſcovered by io many People hid 
in its Bowels, ſcems in all ki to draw near its end. -Mr. Vallonne's 
Work was Printed in Germany, at Swaback, where he made his Abjuration 
into the hands of Mr. Marte! Miniſter of the French Church, whoſe Exer- 
ciſes are performed at Swahack. I ſhall conclude this Article, by aſſuring 
you, that Popery is in Frazxce in a worſe condition than ever, for it is only 
lupported either by Clergymen who diſcredit it by their Outrageous Perſe- 
cutions, or by ſuch Laymen as are of no Religion at all, and ſo far from 
being Papiſts, that they laugh ar a!l cheir falſe Myſteries: The number of 
them is ſo great, both ar Court amongſt the Perſons of Quality, and of the 
berter Rank, and even in the Clergy ic (elf, that it cannor be reckoned up. 
Now there needs bur a little Motion of Divine Grace to put them-in the 
right way ; and therefore do nor fear the toral ruine of the Reformation'in 
France, for it will never come to. paſs; God Almighty will undoubtedly 
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bring his great Work to an cnd, but Lewis che Fourteenth will never be able 
to. compleat his. 


But do you think, that the hope we give you, either may, or ought ro- 


render you remiſs in your Duty? not at all, for firſt, whac we (ay unto 
you, is not an Oracle, or a Prophecy, but only a Conjequre built upon, 
ood Grounds. And although it had been my revealed to you, you 
Rould not for all that have forgot what we bave fo often inculcared, - that 
all Events though foreſcen and decreed by God, are generally Executed by 
the Concurrence of Second Cauſes; and fo his Eteraal Decrees are fo far 
from rendring the Means and Second Cauſes uſeleſs, that on the contrary, 
they ſuppoſe them neceſſary. God bad determined thatKing Zzechias ſhould 
live Fifteen years after his Recovery, bur ſtill Ezechizs 'was to make uſe of 
the common Means to preſerye his Life 3 God who intends the End, in- 
cludes alſo all that tends, or can tend to the ſame ; and therefore you are 
obliged to do all you can to hinder the Enemies of the true Religion from 
compaſling their Deſign, The firſt and chiefeſt Means you muſt uſe; is a 
vigorous, conſtant, and unanimous Reſiſtance againſt the Sollicitations of 
your Tempters; They will have: you go to Maſs, but you mult readily 
an{wer, you willnot do it. We mult plainly tell you, that we are very glad 
at the News we have received fromall places upon that account ; True it is, 
that we obſervethat there is 2 general fear, and a ſtrong apprehenfion,thar the 
Refarmed in Farce will be pur ro Trials a great deal more ſeyere than the 
former ; but we are aſſured, we have no realon to be afraid of their Timi- 
dity, ſince they are all reſolved. to ſpeak out boldly, and refiſt even unto 
Biood. The Tria} hath already:proved good in many places, for not only 
Private Perſans, but whole. Corporations too have courageouſly declared, 
they would never follow a Religion they believed very bad, and which 
they. were driven to profels. Yau have already ſeen how the Inhabitants 
of St. Ayppolize anſwered. the Elaquent Sermon of rheir Governor : *'Tis nor 
wn this place only, that they have ſpoken fo plainly, but in hundreds bes 
lides, in Saintonge, Rochelles, Mareunes, La Tremblade, and Aluert. Every 
body hath read in the extraordinary News of Amſterdam a Relation, which 
we had: in our hands, and have teen the Original : There one may find 
with what Chearfulnels and Reſpe&t theſe good People have received the 
Intendant when he brought the Kings Orders, and made a Speech unto 
them; but no fooner had he done it, bur the Air rung again with their 
Unanimous, Courageous, and. Exalted Voices, ſaying openly, We had ra- 
ther dis than ge to Maſs. Our Brethren went in Crowds to meer the [nten- 
dant, dreſled up. in their fineſt Cloaths, like the Sacrifices of old, when 


they were led to. the Altars ; but they went thither, as they uſe to go to an 


Entertainment, and bave cqually reſiſted both Promiſes and Threatnings. 
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Town is almoſt inhabired by Reformed. The Intendant Bavile, and the 
Italian Broglio his Aſſiſtant, and Miniſter of his Shameful Cruelties, did be- 
lieye, that if they could prevail againſt the Faithful of this Place, fuch an 
would give a fatal Stroke to the whole Reformation throughour 
the Kingdom, and parricularly in that Province. They have omitted no» 
thing in the Exerciſing their Furious Zeal, and employed the moſt terrible 
Theeatnings, Blaſphemies, and Outrages of all kinds to ſignalize it the more. 
They ' have fince the Peace quartered 8 or 900 Soldiers at C:ſtres, in rhe 
Houſes of the Reformed only, with Orders to have Free Quarters there; to 
Exerciſe all manner of. Cruelty, to plunder and conſume their Goods,” and 
keep their Perſons by Tormeuts from Sleeping, and by Letters under the 
Kings Privy , Seal have baniſh'd all Perfons of any Note who had made 
themſelves Eminent either by their Zeal, or Freedom of Speech. Alas ! 
we know too well, how cafily the People fainted in the former Perſecution, 
and ſunk under Blows, not {ſo heavy by far as thoſe of the latter. In the 
mean time we do not hear, that above ſix or (eyen in that great Church 
have been ſo baſc as to promiſe ro go to Maſs. This Example of Con- 
{tancy hath been followed by the whole Province. That of Poitoz hath 
undergone the ſame Trials, as thoſe of ' Marenzes, La Tremblade; and Alver, 
did. And every Place has abounded with Examples of the ſame Courage, 
and this hach been the occaſion of ſo:many new Proſciptions, Baniſhments, 
Impriſonments, and Puniſhments that have been inflifted fince. | - * 

Be ye therefore, Dear Brethren, ſenfible of this, that you: are under a 
great neceſiity to do the like. Firſt, ro pay your Lawful Duties to Truth ; 
you cannot forlake it, either by compliance or fear, unleſs you will become 
guilty of High Treaſon, and rhe blackefſt Ingratitude rowards God, who 
bath raiſed you up from your fall. Secondly, you mult do ir, *in- order to 
expiate thereby that faintheartedneſs wherewich you did generally” yield in 
the firſt Perſecution, You:cannot wipe oft that Crime, but with Tears of 
Blood, and mult ric up again with a Courage anſwerable to the Cowardli- 
neſs that threw you down. If God hath given you the Grace of /a-fincere 
Repentance, declare it on this preſent Occaſion ; Shew your Faith/ by yous 
good Works; There can be no true Repentance withour perſeverance, -Pe- 
iter may deny his Maſter, but no ſooner hath he received Abſolution from 
him, by ſaying, Peter, loveft thou me 2 I know thou laveſt me, fred' my Shrep, 
bur thar from thenceforward nothing was able to afiright him; not even 
Fire, Croſſes, and Threatnings of Execution could ſhake him:'any more. 
You know very well thar Relapſes are more dangerous than the Dileaſes 
themſelves, and if once you become like thoſe Trees St, Jude ſpeaks of, 


Twice dead, and plucked up by the Roots, there will be afterwards found RE 
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Of Repentance. Set the Martyrs' of the Primitive Chriſtianity frequently 
before. your \Eyes, who being asked the Queſtion, Whether they were-Chriſti- 
4ns,.or 10 2 did quickly and chearfully anſwer, 7es ; They knew for certain, 
That» they -were to: go from the: Tribunal either to be burnt, or:deyoured 
by Wild Beaſts ;' bur for all that they went with the greateſt eagerneſs to 
xcccive that Crown of Martyrdom they. longed for. Had . our Anceſtors 
-wantcd this. Courage, they had never tranſmitted Chriſtianity to their Po- 
RKerity. | Beſides theſe general Conſiderations, there is another {ſtrong Mo- 
rive.which doth particularly concern you, and that. is this, there is no other 
way in the condition you are now. in to abate the Perſecution, and ſave 
your Church; but this only, if you yield, and go one {tep back in this new 
Perſecution, you mult expect to be dealt with without mercy. Bur if you 
appear.as unmovable.as a Brazen Wall, we know, not meerly by Conjectures, 
that they will not be {o hard upon you. The French Goverament doth nor 
intend to- loſe above a Million more of Subjects of the Reformed Religion, 
which are till in the . Kingdom. They are not ignoranc, that all thoſe 
whom they ſhall Murder and Hang are loſt for ever, and alſo, that although 
they take all che precautions imaginable to prevent: any eſcape, an infinite 
- number will nevertheleſs run that hazard. We know this by Experience, 
for. many: are already come over to us; ſome have been taken and ſtopr, 
ſome will be ſo in time to come, and ſome of them will be ſent to the Gal- 
leys,. and to the Gibbet ; but thoſe who ſhall be ſtopr, and Executed to 
ſerve for an Example, will be loſt to the State, as well, nay much more than 
thoſe who arc gone away ; ſince the Exiled may be called home, bur the 
Dead can never be raiſed from the Grave. Be therefore aſſured, that the 
{aivation. of both. you and your Church depends from henceforth on your 
conſtancy ; indure, ſuffer cruel Reproaches, Threatnings, Priſons, Baniſh- 
ments ;. but ſuffer them without fainting, and you will ſoon fee by Gods 
Aſſiſtance the end of them all. This is the firſt Advice I had to give you. 

: > A {ſecond thing. which 1 will recommend to you, dear Brethren, is, to 
have: Fellowſhip and Correſpondence one with another, for rhe mutual ſup- 
port of; your Zeal and Charity. You are mightily miſtaken, if you pre- 
fume you ſhall be able to ſtand up alone, by being retired within your ſelves ; 
This fire raked up under athes will be ſoon put out. You are under an in- 
dilpenlable obligation to cdifie your Neighbours by your good Works, and 
conlequently you muſt ler your Light thine before Men. God abhors the 
Niodemites that are aſhamed ro make an open profeſſion of his true Wor- 
ſhip. Your Brethren muſt know you, and you ought to know your Bre- 
chren. You are to practiſe what hath been done, as we hear in man 

places, where the Faithful were ſo courageous and ſucceſsful, as to eſtabliſh 
among. them a kind of Church ; for they have ſer over themſelves Rulers, 
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Churchwardens. and Catechiſts, and by this good ortler they prevent Scan- 
dals, and the tatal ruine of Truth; and therefore make-it your buſineſs to 
aſſiſt and. edifie one another.” But how can one ds this, will you ſay, do you 
not know. how ſeverely ow Meetings are forbidden 2 Yes, we know it-very well; 
but we hear alſo, that notwichitanding theſe Prohibitions, many rhouſands, 
even ſeveral. times in a week, have met together. *Tis-true ſome loſe their 
Lives, and ſome their Liberty upon that account ; bur if you are ſway'd 
by ſuch. Motiyes,: you muſt! never think of undertaking any great- Action, 
becauſe no place is. exempred from danger. A Soldier muſt not henceforth 
venture . to. go up to the Afſaulr,- nor mount the Breach to repulſe the Ene- 
my, becauſe. there many mult certainly loſe their Lives. If you could oace 
take up a vigarous: Reſolution -to contemn Death, and to welcome.it with, 
Joy, when ir may be uſeful ro the Salvation of your Brethren, afſure your 
ſelves, that - they would be ſoon tired with Murdering you, The ancient 
Chriſtians had the ſame - Motives of Fear which you have, they did. not 
queſtion, but no ſooner they ſhould be taken-in their Aſſemblies, bur that 
they ſhould be pur to a cruel Death. But did you'eyer hear that they for- 
bore meeting together for that reaſon 2 Do you not read, that in the time 
of the moſt ſeyere Perſecutions, they mer in the night in Foreſts and Caves ; 
and this practice of theirs gave occaſion to the following'Malicious Calum- 
nies againſt them, viz. They did aſſemble, fay they, together ty, T, orch-light, 
and murdered a Child, with whoſe Blood they kneaded their Communion-Bread, 
and then did all of them eat of this abominable Food ; after which they put out 
the light, and. each of them took hold of the next Woman, either his Mother, or 
Daughter, or Siſter, with whom they committed Juch horrible Impuritics, as tis. 4 
fhame to mention, and of which even the thoughts are tobe abhor'd. They would. 
have wanted a pretence to ſpread ſuch odious Accuſations againſt them, if 
they had not met by night. in hidden and ſubterraneous places. I will re» 
quire nothing of you, but refer you. to. your own Conſciences ; be Judges 
your ſelyes, whether or no it be not more honourable to imitate the Zeal 
of the Primitive Chriſtians, than to obey rhe Council of your Wile Poli- 
ticians. But however, do not let your Prudence render you: remils in the 
performance of your Duties, one of the moſt material whereof is, this, we 
are ſpeaking of, viz. to find our, the ficteſt Means. ro Confer together, and 
Edifie one another. | | 

Some perhaps will tell you, that the Wiſeſt Courſe would be to. ſecure 
your ſelves by a ſpeedy Retreat ; and it is certain, that the ſureſt Expe= 
dient for every Private Perlon is to retire to a place of fafery ; bur this 
Mactter hath been ſufficiently diſcourſed already, and 'we have nothing to 
add unto it, only Ill ſay, that the Execution of this Deſign is, by the Wiles 
of the Devil, involved in a thouſand. Difficulties, The firſt, and perhaps 
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the hardeſt thing to be done in this preſent Caſe, is to part with rhe Fleſh, 
Ambition, Covcrouſneſs, and the Love of Eaſe, wherewith fo many are 
intangled. When once you have broke aſunder theſc troubleſome Bonds, 
you may, till you have a fair opportunity of obeying that Commandmene of 
our Saviour, When they perſecute you in one City, flee ye into amother, remene- 
ber in the mean time to praiſe all the other Counſcls we have now given 


v. 
7" Therc is another Article wherein you ſtand in great need of being ad- 
viſed and afliſted, and that is about your Childres ; They ſnatch them our 
of your Arms, and will have you carry them to Maſs ; If you refafe ro 
fend them to be Catechifed by the Priefts, they will lay great Penalties up- 
on you to your utter ruine ; and when all this is done, they drag theſe 
poor. Children to the feet of the Idol, and force them to kneel, and mind 
what they ſay and do. The Biſhops and other Clergymen take them away 
from you, and confine them on purpoſe to teach them their wicked Super- 
ſtitions. We hear on this occafion an unanimous Voice, crying, .Men avd 
Brethren, what ſhall we ds > This is, perhaps, the cruelleſt Tempration you 
are expoſed unto, and a Miſchief you ought with the greateſt care in the 
World to provide a Remedy againft. Children are the Nurſery of the 
Chureh ; if you ler them be poifoned by Errour, theſe young Planes will 
be loſt both to you and to us. Adult Perfons are in a condition to refit 
Temprartion, and preſerve themſelves from the Errours they would inftil 
into their Minds; but Children are like White Paper ready to receive an 
CharaQter, and as ſoft Wax admitting all manner of Impreffion. ; Th 
| tender Souls, as they grow leſs pliant, contra ſuch a degree of hardneſs, 
that one cannot blot our what was once imprinted upon them, and truly this 
1s the [aſt Shift of your Enemies Hopes. We hear them ſay continually, 
If we cannot prevail with the Parents, who have comtra@ed long ſince an ill Ha 
bit, however we ſhall gain the Children, and in the next Generation Calviniſm 
will be quite forgot. But God confounds the Wile in their own Craftineſs ; 
and how juſtly theſe Meaſures may feem to be taken by the Devils ſug- 
geſtion, we hope they will fail of their expected ſucceſs. Bur in the mean 
rime 'tis your part to work hard in the taking Meaſures quite contrary : 
You know very well, that your Children are much leſs yours than God's ; 
and that you muſt give an account of them to him who: hath left them to 
your Cuftody, and committed their Education to your Care : You will be 
a great deal more {everely puniſhed for negleQing rhe preſervation of your 
Childrens Sonls, than of your own, becauſe, if you undo your ſelves, 
you only take away private Men, or at moſt the preſent Generation from 
the Church ; but you ruine and deſtroy all furure Generations, and let the 
Church fuſtain an irrevocable lofs, if you abandon, and yield your Chil» 

dren 
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dren to. that Baby/on, who: receives theta from your Hahds for no othet:cnd, 
but to cruſh them in. pieces. ; -. | Flop yk 011100 
\  Thefirſt thing you are.boung:to. dafor your Children, is td withdraw chem 
both from .the Fempters, and Temptations, by putting them in a: place 'of 
ſecurity, ..cither within, or without the Kingdom. Come our of it? and if 
'ou cannot do that, ſend them away whatever it coſt ; but you will ſay; 
bw lies the great difficulty, If we remove our Children, they quarter Soldiers 
apon #4, conſume all we have, put us in Priſon, and ſentence ws to the Galleys till we 
produce them, To this, I ſay, Brethren, that it you are not ready to flutter 
chearfully the loſs of your Eſtates, Goods, Liberty, and Life ir (elf for 
Gods. Cauſe, I have no more to ſay to you ; I pity you with all my Heart, 
E lament the dangerous condition of your Souls, and earneſtly pray tg 
Gad in your behalf; bur if you are courageous enough to ſacrifice whats 
ſoever is deareſt to. you, it is certain, that you caniot beſtow your ſactificg 
better - than on: this occaſion ; for this is the moſt important of all. your 
Duties. We have rhe Examples of terrible Puniſhments deerecd agaipſh 
thoſe Fathers who had withdrawn their Children ; but fome of the higher 
Courts. have relieved them from thoſe unjuſt and cruel Sentences, aud 
hearkned to the Voice both of Nature and Piety ; and. you know not but.chg 
like may happen unto you, ©: 2005 31 EFTIAY A 

. Bur many. of you . will ſay we :are not-in @ conditiort-to do this, for we 
have no ſhelter ready for our. ſelves 'or qur Childreq, -we are not able rg 
maintain them abroad, and. are ſo: narrowly watch'd, thas 'tis impoſſibls 
for us to take our Children-our of fight for one; Tingle x oh 


£ Fi12y, Ars 
immediately: lookt: after. . Take heed,. dear Bxerhren, that : all. heſe Pre; 
tences he not ſuggeſted to you by. Covctouſnels,: Self-Intereſt,. Fear,, aud. 
Lukewarmneſ3.. Bur. ſuppoſe. all the itpoſſibilities: you mehrion to berxrues 
ou have yerſomerhing ele ro do; which/is to keep yrour-Chilaren ag home,as 
as yau can, and be well: contented, if they-let them aldne.., :But if you 
forclee; that they have an/intention targke them away,you mult preyene them, 
by ending them away your ſelves. If their. Cruelty doth nÞt/ proceedole 
far as. to ſnatch them-from:you, be:.extreamly: diligent arid cartful:to give 
them- good . Inſtructions, as long; as they. are under your: Tuitionand 495 
thority, and put them as:ſaon as may. be in a condirian taaolwerfor themy 
{clves. . But above all, -be not: ſo. baſEias| co carry tlieoi:to-Maſs; as:t9. les 
them: be Cathechiſed) by the Prieſts, for:in:fo doing-yiou: wouid, be;a9 Jdls 
guilty than choſe unnatural Fathers, whio :affered up theix:Innocent Babes: to, 
Aoloch; If. they. come into your Houſes, on-purpoſe ro {r1ze! pn;:ant drag 
them to; theſe . Catechiſnis;'. theſe: are fuck . Qutrages;.. as yqu may, and 
cnc 0h apple: Byr43f your Oppaſivions: proveinetteftua), ag. :yaurmsy: 


y imaginechey generally: will, and-you acokciccd to-yicid pato.tbem,you 
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are then obliged at leaſt, ro take all poſſible care-to. root out theſe. bad Diſs 
ſitions and Errors which they endeavour to plant in their Minds. If you 
w' your Religion well, you cannot be 'ignorant of the grounds upon 
which it is founded : Inquire of your Children at their return, what they 
heard at thoſe Heterodox Cartechiſms, and then I ſay root out-all that is 
bad, and improve the good they have been caught. Teach them to: be- 
lieye in God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, . one only. God in his ſabſtance; 
having three Eternal Perſons, and of the ſame Eſfence ; confirm what they: 
have told them concerning the Incarnation of the ſecond of. thoſe rhree 
Divine Perſons, who took the Humane Nature in the Virgins: Womb, who- 
died in this Nature, roſe again from the Dead, aſcended into Heaven,. and 
will come again to judge both the Quick and the Dead, and take up the 
pood into his Glory, and throw the wicked into Hell. Theſe are the Or-- 
thodox Articles believed by the Romiſh Church. Husband and culcivate theſe: 
Seeds they may have caſt into your Children's Souls, bur pluck up: all the: 
reſt like Tares ; create in their Mind an hatred of: this Barbarous Stepmo=. 
ther who niurders God's Children ; this filthy Baiylon who detiles. her (elf 
by her Spiritual Whoredoms ;. this corrupt Jeruſalem who makes to her felf 
as many Gods, as ſhe hath Towns and Streets ; who ſets up a Bread-God 
upon her Altars, and orders it to be proclaim'd, 1 'x Commanders, O People, 
thit ye fall down and worſhip, to morrow is a Feaſt to the. Lord, theſe be thy Gods, 
O Iſrael, which brought thee up out of the Land of Egypt. Teach your:Chil- 
dren to pray unto -God only, 'to Honour and Reverence: the- Memory of 
Saints, to imitate their Virtues, and not to: make cither Idols of: them, by: 
calling upon thetn, or 'to commit Abominations in your ways, by: falling 
down before their- Images. But we want Books, : you will ſay,  How.ſhall- we 
inftrue? onr Childeen > Have you no Books 2 :You have art leaſt the Bible by: 
you: What !- Do you'not know that ſo many: Papiſts have been theſe lat 


years illuminated by the reading of this Book only ;- and will/it nor be ſuf. 
ficient to keep up in your Houle a light which is already kindled 2 Finally, 
though they be never fo careful ro take away all your Books, you may fave: 
fome, and thoſe that are the moſt uſeful and neceſlary are very: ſmall, and: 
of little conſequence in the Eyes of your Enemies: You need defare-for this: 
purpoſe, only ſome familiar InftruQions, ſuch as are to be found in our Ca-: 
techiſms, and particularly in Mr. Direlincourt's Abridgment of Controverſies, 
wherein you have the moſt marerial Texts of Scripture againſt the Church 
of Reme ; Make your Children learn them by Heart, and repeat them. ſo often: 
unto them, that they may never forget them. By the Commerce now open 
with Foroign Countreys, you may furniſh your ſelves with ſuch Books as' 
are neceſiary .to your Comfort: We wiſh it may pleaſe Almighty God 
to put it into the Hearts of ſome of qur Brethren,. ro {end you ſome good- 
£16 | Inſtru- 
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Inftrutions in ſingle Sheets, which you may uſe as an Antidote to 
preſerve your Children's Souls from Corruption. We know very 
well the Sophiſms and Fallacies of the Romifh Catechiſts;- and- 
what they teach their Catechumens, or young Beginners ; and fo 
it would not be adifficult matter for you, to provide your (elyes 
with ſuch Means, as ſhould be able ro keep your Children from 
the Errours they intend to inſtil into them. In theſe ſmall Trea- 
tiſes great Learning and Eloquence are not ſo much required, as 
evident and pertinent Places out of the Holy Scripture, , with ſome . 
ſhort and ſubſtantial Reaſons to thew' the ſtrength of them, and : 
reſtore the Texts which have been alter'd and perverted from their . 
true meaning by the Malicious and Erroneous Interpretations of 
our Adyerſaries. 

This is the ſum and ſubſtance of the Advices we promiſed you, 
we might further inlarge'upon them, and add ſeveral others, bur 
fince we are not in a condition to do all, we refer you to thoſe, who 
either have already, or ſhall hereafter undertake ro Comfort and 
Inſtruct you ; yet without ' derogating from the Right which all 
your Miniſters have to ſpeak to you, when they think it fir, we | 
have but one Advice more to give you, which is, to turn to God - 
with an hearty and ſincere Converſion, with great and bitter Weep- 
ing, with a {orrowful Repentance, for ſo many Crying Sins that 
have drawn Gods Wrath both- upon you, and our Church ; and, 
in fine, with frequent, pious, fervent, and reiterated Prayers; and 
that you may the better underſtand, how your Prayers ſhould in 
our Opinion be expreſſed, we have drawn up a Form which may 
ſerye you as a Partern, if you think good. . | 
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. Almwithiy Goal, Father of all Light and Compaſſion, thou only 
.makeſft the Night and th: Day, Proſperity and Adverſity ; thow 
poſi alli Events wth the moſt profound Wiſdom, and perfelt Fuſtict, 
thou'ſprakeft, and the thing 'is done, thou Command:ft, and it ftandeth 
PC. 33. faſt; thy counſel flandeth for ever, and the thoughts oY thy Fleart to all 
G-nerations, tm. thou bringeft the Connfel of the Feather to nought, and 

makeſt the Devices of the People of none effec, th:refore thy Cormmpaſſions 

Pf. roz. aunt be reckoned up. The Lord # merciful and gracious, flow to anger, 
and. iplenteons. in mercy; he will not always chide, neither will he keep his 

anger. for every for as the Fleaven is thith above the Earth, ſo great 7s 

his Mercy. towards them that fiar him.  -7o- whom ſhall we go for ſucconr, 

O!: Lord, but. to thee who haſt the Words of Eternal Life > Of whom 

ſhould we - ack' Relief, bat of him before whom the moſt Mighty Men are 

Pl.2 Hit Duſt and Aſbes * be breaketh them with a Rod of Iron, and dafherh 
them iti pieces like a Potters Veſſel. Whom ſhould we implore for Gyace 


and. Merey, but hin who is abundant in Mercy and Compaſſion ? O' great. 


Pſ. 89. Shepherd: of Iſrael, who leadeſt us like- Sheep, turn us again, ſhew the 
light of thy Countenance, and we. ſhall be whole. Remember the Wonders 
which. thou didft: for this Track, who is now become the Prey of the Na- 
tions... This: Church was. born in Egypt, and had been long detained 
Captive in Babylon ; But thos with a ftropg and ſtretched ont - Arm 
hadſt brought her out of Egypt about two hundred years ago ; Thou had(t 
5 TW this Vine, and ct it in a very fruitful Hill, and watered it 
with the Due of Heaven, and nurſed it with the Fatneſs of the Earth; 

Efai. s. Thou lookedſt that it ſhould bring forth Grapes, and it brought forth 
Wild Grapes; We have been all along barren and unfruitful under the. 

Ef. 64. Care of this good and mighty Hand ; We are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our unrighteouſneſs are as filthy rags, and we all do fade as a Leaf, 
and our Iniquities like the Wind have taken us away. The fins of our 

Ezech. 18. forefathers faſten us to the Earth, for our Fathers have eaten ſowre grapes, 
and our teeth are ſet on edge. But alas! we are Vipers, Children of 
Serpents, and hatch'd out of Cockatrice Eggs. We being wicked followers 
of our Anceſtors Works have corrupted our ſelves, as they have done, and 

Exech. 33. daily yon our Corruption. Thy Word hath been to us, as 4 very lovely 

| Song, and we have heard it, according as it pleaſed oyr Ears, and g's 
| tified 
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tified. our Sehfes, We have been forgetful Fleartrs ; and thy have Mach in: 
Piped unto us, aud me have nat Danced ; they have Mourn:d unto us, 
and me have not Lamented. We have heard thy Servants, who de« 
declared thy word unto us, but have not anſwered by ſuch motions as were 
apreeable both to their words and s. defigns. All Fleſh among us had cor- 
rupted his way upon Earth ; Thou haft looked down, and the whole Fad ry 6. 
& fuck, and the whole Heart faint : From the ſole of the Foot even " 
wnto the Head, there is no ſoundneſs in it, but Wounds and Braiſes, 
and patrifying Sores ; they have not been thſed, neither bound ap, nei- 
ther mollified' with Ointment. We, owr Fathers, our Childt:n, our 
Shepherds, our People, have been all as Sheey going aſtyay, every one Pal. 1199 
wandring in his own way: And therefore' thou haſt ſearched us out, 
and found him who Yejoyced in 'his Carnal Pleaſures, and thoſe who 
did- ſhamefully, and at their Eaſe, lie down under their Vints,' and the 
ſhads of \their Fig-Trees. We fell aſleep, and the Enemy, the Philiſtine' 
is fallen upon mw; and becauſe -thy ſtrength was departed from us, weJ"ds: 16. 
remained bound with Cords and Fitters of Braſs. Therefore, O Lord, Dan. g. 
Rizhteonſneſs belongeth unto thee, but'umo #s, Confuftont of Faces as 
at this day. We are Dumb, and opens not our Mouths, becauſe thou Pal. 39% 
didſt it ; and' we are fully convinced, that the Miſeries we fa are 
nothing in _— . with thoſe we deſerve. But, O Lord God of” 
Penzeances, wilt thou dv nothing for thy Self, for thy Glory, and for 
thy Truth ? Be not angry. againſt us for ever; but ltt thy Jealoufie be 
awakened. Ste thy Adverſaries who have made thy Zion a Wilder- 
neſs, and thy Jerafalens a Defolation. Our Holy, and our beautiful jc... 
Houſes, where we praiſed thee, are burnt up with Fire, and all our cf 
pleaſant things are lard"waſfr. They | are become the habitation of the 
Owls, and the Voice of the Ofprey frighteth the living, and calls for the 
dead Inftead of thy Traths, which were pabliſh'd there, they hear ne- 
thins but Blaſphemies belcf'd contemptuouſhy againſt theſe demoliſhed San- ' 
CFuaries. We have ſeen Affliction by the Rod of thy Wrath,theyhave led us, 
and bronght- us into darkneſs, but not into light. The man whom me Jerem: 3. 
called the. Anointed of the. Lord, and was the breath of our Noſtrils, is 
turned, and hath turned his Fland againſt ns all the day : Our Fleſh 
and our Skin hath he : made old, he hnth: broken our Bones : He hath: 
compaſſed us with Gall and Travel, and made our Chains heavy : Alſo, 
when 'we try; he ſhutteth- his Exr againſt our Prayers. Fe is unto us- 
as a Bear lying in wait, and" as\ 4 Lion in fecret places. The ways. 
of' Zion do monrn, becauſe none come to the Solemn Feaſts. Thy Ent» 
wies, 'O' Gda, thy Enemies uid rejoyce- for their Vidtory ; witt zoo _” 


Pſal. 83. 


Ifai. 64. 


Pal. 68. 


Lament. 3. 


Pſal. 69. 
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Job 6. 


[54] 


. volt the wicked to triumph for. ever 2. They have taken Counſel againſt, 
thy ſecret. ones. They have .ſaid, come, and let us root them out, that 


they be no more 4, People, and that the. name. of I{rael may be no more 


in rememirance.” They are, 1 ſay, Confederate againſt us. The Kings 


of the Earth, and the Iulers have takes Counſel together againſt the 


' Lord, and againſt his Anointed ; let us break, ſaid they, their Bonds 


aſu: der, and caſt away their Cords. from us. The Egyptian hath con« 


pired with Babel, and agreed to make an end of the Family of thy (>. 


racl. They have taken away the Children of the Daughter of Zion 
to make them Slaves to the Daughter of Babylon. . They drown them 
into the darkneſs of Egypt, and in the Brooks of the Country of Cham. 
Alas ! We are not now in a Condition to- ſay.;- Behold we, and the Chil- 
arcn thou haſt given us to do thy Will, O God : For they take away 
our Children to Sacrifice them to Moloch , and offer them up to the 
Idol. They do not kill them, they make them Fat mith the Dainties 


of the Kings Table ; but they drag them into Hell with- Golden Chains © 


And ſay, Come, Let us root them out, that they be no more a People ; 
and that the Name of Iſrael may be no more -in remembrance. Oh, 
That- thou wouldſt bow the Heavens, that thou wouldſt come down, that 
the Mountains might flow down at thy preſence, as when the melting 
Fire burneth, the, Fire cauſeth the Waters to boil-, to make thy - name 
known to thine Adverſaries, that the Nations may tremble at - thy pre- 


ſence, Let God ariſe, and let his Enemies be ſcattered, do not kill thens 


leſt my People ſhould forget it : But take away - their Stony Heart, and 


give them a Heart of Fleſh. And as for us, turn us, O Lord, and 


we ſhall be turned, draw .us, that we may run after thee. Mone Eye 
runneth down with Rivers of Water | for the Deſtruttion. of the Daughter 
of my People ; my Eye trickleth down, and ol not, without any inter- 
miſſion, till the Lord look down, and behold from Heaven : Mine Eye 
affecteth mine Heart, becauſe of all the Daughters of my People. The 
Aeal of thine Houſe hath even eaten me, and the rebukes of them that 
rebuked thee are fallen upon me. Reproach hath broken my Heart, and 
J am full of heavineſs; And I looked for ſome to take pity , but 


there was none 5 I have lifted up my Eyes unto the Hills to get help, 


1 expetted Comfort from Men, but .received none. My' Brethren have 
dealt deceitfully, as a Brook, and as the ſtream of Brooks they paſs 
an) which are blackiſh, by reaſon of the Ice, and wherein the Snow 
# hid. What time they wax warm they vaniſh: When it is hat, 
they are conſumed out of their Places : But God forbid 1 ſhould ever 
forſake my hoge , though thou ſflageſt me, yet mill 1 truſt in thee. 1 

EX. know 


&z 


know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ftand at the latter Job 13. 15 
day upon the Earth, The Rains of Jeruſalem are not for ever. Thou '* 
ſhalt ariſe, and have mercy upon Sion. For it is time, that thou have Pal. ioz. 
Mercy upon her , yea , the time is come: And mhy? Thy Sevr- 

vants think upon her Stones : and it pitieth them to ſee her in th: Duſt. 

The Lord is my Light, and my Salvation, whom then ſhall T fear ? 

Though an Hoſt of Men were laid againſt me, yet ſhall not my Heart 

be afraid. For the Lord God is a Sun, and a Shield ; with thee is ©'*- 84. 
the fountain of Life; in thy Light ſhall we ſee Light, The Lord 6-36: 
my Shepherd, I ſhall not want, Tea, though I walk through the Valley VS" 
of the Shadow of Death, IT will fear no evil, for thou art with me ; 

thy Rod and thy Staff they comfort me: He hath ſeverely flruck us 

with this Shepherd's Staff , becauſe we went out of his ways. But 

"tis enough , O Lord , 'tis enough , lift thou up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon us. Give us a new Heart, that we may fear thee. 

Have mercy upon us miſerable Sinners. Our Sins are continually hi- 

deous before us. We have wvexed thy Holy Spirit ; theref're thou Toni, 63; 
art turned to be our Enemy. But, O Lord, Let ns nd go out of 

thy ways any more, neither let our Heart be hard:ned from thy fear. 

Return to us, that we may return to thee. Prevail with him to whom 

thou haſt fubmitted us. For King's Hearts are in thy Hand, as the Prov. 2x. 
Rivers of Water ; Turn the Counſcl of the Achitophel's into fooliſhneſs. 

And let the defigns of thoſe who ſeek our Ruin vaniſh away. Call alt 

the Baniſh'd home, and build up again thy deſtroyed Santtuaries, Say, 

to the North, Give up, and to the South, K:ep not back: That we 

may be gathered together again under thy Banners, Glorifie thy ſelf for 

' err and ever, and to thee, only, O King of the World, belong Glory, 
Strength and Majeſty; Hear us, O' Lord, and Grant our Petitions, in 

the Name and Mediation of thy Son. 


All the Thoughts and Expreſſions. of this Prayer are taken 
out of the Holy Scripture. There cannot be Words more power- 
ful to ſpeak to God, than thoſe which, God himſelf made uſe of 
to ſpeak with us. And our deſign in framing it; was to ler you: 
underſtand, that the Art of Praying well is learnt only by the 
ſerious Reading of the Prophets, the Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles.. 
And although you be neither Doctors in Divinity, or Miniſters 
Conſecrated, you will for all thar learn. in the Holy Scripture, 
what thing foever is neceſlary for you ro Edific one another, both. 
by devout Prayers, and the molt powerful Exhorcations. | 
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